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King receives condolences from 
Arab fund chairman 

“ n* **$«*>■ King Abdullah on Sunday 
of * e ^ of directors and direct 
S^M tf fr An ?i? lnd tor Gnomic and Social Develop- 
mem, ^dul Lanf Hamad. who offered his condolences on 
dTepa^g ajA-jy of King Hussein. During the meeting. King 
Abdullah and Hamad discussed the fund's effort to Spport 
Jordanian economic activities and possibilities of boosting 
such assistance. Both sides stressed the importance of the 
hind s support to projects in the fields of water, education. 
«xnai services. The King expressed hope that joint coopera- 
tion would continue. Hamad stressed that the fund will con- 
tinue to support the country and help improve its economic 
situation. Attending the meeting were Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh. Royal Court Chief Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and Planning Minister Rima Khalaf. 
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Hizbollah rejects modifications to 
ceasefire agreement 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Shiite Muslim Hizbollah said Sun- 
day it had achieved a “balance of terror” in southern 
Lebanon that protected Lebanese citizens, and any change 
to the 1996 ceasefire agreement was ‘‘unacceptable.” “Any 
change- in these arrangements-, is categorically ruled out,” 
Hizbollah chief Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah told a rally here, 
saying that U-S. Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk 
was coming to the region Monday with such a change as his 
main aim. He said the purpose of any modification was to 
“deprive the resistance of its right to fire Katyusha missiles 
at northern Israel when the enemy perpetrates a massacre 
against civilians, or targets the infrastructure in Lebanon.” 
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Labour, Gesher 
announce alliance 

TEL AVIV ; (AFP) — The 
± main opposition Labour ftjrty 
and the small Gesher Party of 
former Foreign Minister David 
Levy announced Sunday tfaar 
they had linked up to fight the 
May 17 elections. Levy has 
been given the third slot in the 
list of candidates of the Israel 
One Front, making him certain 
to be elected. Labour has 
promised Itim a top ranking 
position if they' form the next 
government' Israel One is a 
front put together by Labour, 
which also contains the moder- 
ate religious Meimad Party. 
Two other members of Gesher 
and one of Meimad have also 
been awarded slots on the list of 
candidates high enough to 
ensure their election. 

• Ship grounded off 
Lebanon coast 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese tug- 
boats tried on Sunday to refloat 
a Turkish cargo ship carrying 
sulphuric acid which was 
grounded off the northern 
coast. ’The Turkish ship 
Semge was leaving Lebanon 
when it hit rocks and got stuck 
late yesterday. Efforts are being 
made to refloat it." G hassan 
Geara. the Lebanon representa- 
tive of the environmental group 
Greenpeace, told Reuters by 
telephone from Selaaia port 
Stale television showed film of 
the ship, which was earning 
6.000 tonnes of acid from" the 
» Lebanese acid company. Geara 
said the chemical had apparent- 
ly not leaked into the sea. 

Seven killed in 
lorry accident 

NEW DELHI (API — A 
motor tractor lugging a lorry 
full of wedding party guests 
went out of control and 
plunged into a river in nonhem 
India killing seven children, a 
domestic news; agency reported 
Sunday Five other children 
were seriously injured in the 
accident late Saturday near SuJ- 
tanpur town in India’s most 
populous state of Uttar 
^ Pradesh- The region is 525 | 
^ kilometres southeast oflndia’s j 
capital New Delhi. The lorry 
was carrying 20 people when it 
toppled into the Gomti River. 

Chernobyl station 
safely restarted 

KIEV (R) — Llkraine on Sun- 
day safely restarted the only 
working reactor at its troubled 
Chernobyl nuclear power sta- 
tion. following almost three 
months of repair works, plant 
officials told Reuters. Today 
[Sunday], at 1655 GMT the 
reactor was switched into 
a [Likraine’s] energy system.” 

■ Boris Baranov. Nad of the sta- 
tion’s technical shift, told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Chernobyl some 150 kilome- 
tre?. north of the capita] Kiev. 
Baranov said the restarting pro- 
cedure had been launched as 
planned late on Saturday and 
after tests on its two generators 
reactor Number 3 had been 
reconnected to Ukraine s grid. 

Colombia chopper 
crashes in hunt for 
death squad 

BOGOTA iR» — A Russian- 
^ made Mi- 17 helicopter crashed 
“ on Sunday in dense fog in 
northwest Colombia as the 
army hunted for tire mountain 
stronghold of the country s 
most-feared right-wing death 
squad, authorities said Six of 
the ciuht soldiers on board were 
injured some of them seriously, 
when the chopper went down 
in a mountain range known as 
die Nudo de Paranulio. an army 
spokesman said Tlie area, on 
the edge of Cordoba and Antio- 
quia provinces, is the power- 
base of Carlos Castano. head of 
a nationwide alliance of illegal 

* paramilitary gangs known as 
the United Self-Defence Forces 
of Colombia » AUCi. 


King, Arab leaders visit Bahrain to JTC chairman’s resignation 
offer condolences on emir’s death under government review 


Agencies 

HIS MAJESTY King Abdul- 
lah returned to Amman Sunday 
afternoon following a brief visit 
to Manama, where he offered 
his condolences to the ruling 
family in Bahrain over the pasfr 
ing of the late Emir Isa Ben 
Salman AJ KhaHfeh, who died 
Saturday. 

King Abdullah, who met with 
the emirs successor Hamad 
Ben Isa AJ Khalifeh and other 
members of the family, paid 
tribute to the late emir, praising 
his role and his services to the 
Arab Nation. 

King Abdullah commended 
the strong relations built 
between Jordan and Bahrain 
through the efforts of the late 
King Hussein and the late emir 
of Bahrain, stressing that Jordan 
is keen on promoting these ties 
in all fields. 

King Abdullah was accompa- 
nied by a delegation including 
Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh and Royal Court 
Chief Abdul Karim Kabariti as 
well as a number of Princes aod 
ministers. 

Earlier on Sunday in Bahrain, 
Arab leaders paid their condo- 
lences to the Gulf states new 
emir. Sheikh Hamad, on the 
death of his father, hailed as the 
"people’s monarch.” 

In keeping with Islamic tradi- 
tion, Sheikh Isa was buried in a 
simple funeral on Saturday 
before sunset, on the same day 
as his sudden death of a heart 
attack. 

His eldest son and heir. 
Sheikh Hamad, has since been 
shaking hands with a stream of 
Bahraini mourners as well as 
Arab leaders who converged on 
the island state to pay their last 
respects. 

In the large open courtyard at 
the entrance to the emir’s 
palace, thick lines of people 
pressed forward to offer condo- 
lences. In turn they shook their 
new leader's hand and mur- 
mured words of comfort. 

Every so often the emir 
would emerge from the reeep- 



His Majesty King Abd ullah pays condolences Sunday to the new emir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Hamad, on the death of his father. Sheikh Isa Ben S alman A1 Khalifeh, who 
died March 6 in Manama (AFP photo) 


lion to meet one of the visiting 
foreign dignitaries. He would 
usher them back onto sofas 
where they would sip tea for a 
few minutes before departing. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said Sheikh Isa's death 
was “a great loss for the Arab 
World and the Palestinian peo- 
ple in particular.” whose cause 
he had supported, the official 
news agency GNA reported. 

Qatar's Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa A1 Thanl whose 
country has a territorial dispute 
with Manama, met the new 
emir to convey ‘"the sadness of 
the Qatari people.” But Doha 
did not call off its municipal 
vote on Monday. 

From Oman, Sultan Qaboos 
assured Bahrain's emir of Mus- 
cat's support after “the death of 
our brother,” while Kuwaiti 
Emir Sheikh JaberAl Ahmad 
AJ Sabah was already in 
Bahrain late Saturday to pay Ins 
condolences. 

Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz of Bahrain’s 
mighty neighbour Saudi Arabia 


was also among the first to fly 
in to meet Sheikh Hamad, 
while several Arab countries 
declared periods of mourning 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak travelled to Bahrain 
on Sunday. 

Syrian President Hafez Assad 
also flew in to praise the late 
emir for his “wise policies 
which served the Arab World 
and its just causes.” 

From outside the Arab Worid, 
French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vfedrine interrupted a 
Gulf tour to deliver the condo- 
lences of President Jacques 
Chirac and his country. 

In special black-and-white 
editions on Sunday, Bahraini 
newspapers hailed the man 
who led the country for 38 
years. 

“He was a down-to-earth 
people's monarch-, he was a 
father figure," the Gulf Daily 
News said, pouring praise on 
Sheikh Isa for his “nobility” 
simplicity, humbleness and 
kindness.” 

The newspaper also listed a 


string of cancellations for 
planned events as the country 
plunged into three months of 
official mourning 
‘The nation reeled in shock 
as its people struggled to come 
to terms with the sudden 
death-, tragedy left the country 
dazed and confused” said the 
Bahrain Tribune newspaper, 
which ran pictures of weeping 
women. 

The daily said foe new emir . 
was “a man of learning.’’ 

Sheikh Hamad sworn in 
before foe cabinet on Saturday, 
has a reputation for strong lead- 
ership bom of a military Need- 
ing said years spent developing 
the armed forces. 

T am assuming the rule of 
Bahrain, relying on God exert- 
ing all the effort possible to 
serve our country and our peo- 
ple,” Sheikh Hamad said 
Appointed crown prince in 
1964, he took an active role 
after independence from 
Britain in 1971 in building foe 
army into today's 11,000- 
strong force. 


By Ghadeer Taber 
and Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Sunday was still unde- 
cided on foe resignation of 
Jordan Telecommunications 
Corporation Board Chairman 
Ali Shukri, who accused the 
newly appointed telecommu- 
nications minister of interfer- 
ing in the company’s affairs. 

“The government is dis- 
cussing Shukri's resignation, 
but a final decision [on 
whether to accept it] will be 
made Tuesday during the 
regular Cabinet session ” an 
official said Sunday. 

In his resignation letter 
addressed to Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh. 
Shukri said Telecommunica- 
tions Minister Jamal Saraireh 
ordered that a project to con- 
nect the Kingdom's schools 
to the Internet be stepped 
immediately. The late King 
Hussein had ordered that the 
country's 755 public schools 
be connected to foe Internet 

Hie late King sent a letter 
in January praising the JTC’s 
work and directed that two 
projects — Internet and data 
division and a mobile phone 
service network — be 
launched 

Last month, five 
international telecommuni- 
cations Anns submitted bids 
to supply and set up the sec- 
ond mobile phone network in 
“JcudaiLTTe officials had said“ ■ 
they hoped to operate foe ser- 
vice with nationwide cover- 
age by August 


Saraireh was not available 
for comment Sunday. 

The Minister of Transport, 
Post and Telecommunica- 
tions has no right to interfere 
with foe company's board of 
directors’ decisions regarding 
its operations, especially 
when they ore foe directives 
of His Majesty the late King 
Hussein,” Shukri said in his 
letter sent to foe prime minis- 
ter Saturday. 

Shukri told the Jordan 
Times that Saraireh also 
demanded by telephone that 
the firm immediately transfer 
JD12 million to the treasury. 

“The minister has no right 
to ask anyone in the compa- 
ny to transfer money or stop 
a project that has been 
approved by the board,” 
Shukri said Sunday, accusing 
the minister of trying to 
"destroy' the work done to 
implement foe late King's 
directives. 

According to a JTC offi- 
cial, “each month the govern- 
ment and the company meet 
to discuss the payment [to the 
treasury] based on its pro- 
jects and expenditures .” 

Last year, the company 
transferred JD1 14 million to 
the government, JD7 million 
on a monthly basis and JD30 
million in extra revenues. 

Meanwhile, Shukri insisted 
that the payment revenue to 
the government was not yet 
due and was not agreed upon. 

The way he [Saraireh] 
took the decision tells me 
that be has a personal agenda 
that does not go hand-in- 


hand with the wishes of His 
Majesty the late King Hus- 
sein,” Shukri was quoted by 
the English-language Arab 
Daily as saying. 

Analysts said they had 
expected foe outspoken 1 
chairman and Saraireh to 
clash sooner or later over 
how to run the stale-owned 
company, espiecially on how 
to privatise the firm. 

“Saraireh, who has cham- 
pioned selling a large stake of 
foe company to a strategic 
partner, would definitely 
have been at odds with 
Shukri. a vocal opponent to 
this option who favours a 
public offering of the firm’s 
shares on the Amman Finan- 
cial Market to Jordanians and 
foreign investors,” they said. 

The government last Octo- 
ber suspended the sale of a 
40 per cent stake in foe com- 
pany to a strategic partner 
after one of foe two con- 
tenders withdrew from foe 
race. 

The decision to suspend 
the telecommunications sale 
signalled the end of a stormy 
process, thrown off course 
many a time in the last two 
years when the privatisation 
process started in earnest 

A recently completed eval- 
uation by Arthur Andersen 
recommended that at present 
an initial public offering 
“with foe right condition is 
likely to lead to a higher 
value for JTC than a sale to a 
strategic partner.” 


Settlers launch new 
West Bank hilltop grab 


U.S. aid package to Jordan not in jeopardy — official 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An aid 
package to Jordan cleared foe 
U.S. Senate last week, but is 
now entangled in a row in the 
House of Representatives that 
may delay the package slight- 
ly but is not expected to jeop- 
ardise it 

The SI 00 million package, 
promised to Jordan by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, moved 
to foe House floor last Thurs- 
day, but news reports said that 
the bill to which the aid is 
attached — a bill for nearly 
SI billion in aid to hurricane- 
battered Central America — 


has been held back by spar- 
ring between Republicans 
and Democrats who differ 
over how to pay for it. 

News reports said Republi- 
can leadens have called for the 
House Appropriations Com- 
mittee to propose spending 
cuts to pay for the aid. name- 
ly cuts to a variety of federal 
programmes, including wel- 
fare funding, food stamps for 
poor Americans and environ- 
mental initiatives. Democrats 
claim that cuts to foe welfare 
or food stamps programme is 
tantamount to usurping assis- 


tance for needy Americans to 
pay for the needy elsewhere. 

Following the death of King 
Hussein, President Clinton 
asked Congress to urgently 
approve $300 million in addi- 
tional aid to Jordan, to be dis- 
tributed in three tranches of 
$100 million over the next 
three fiscal years. The first 
(ranch should reach Jordan 
this summer, and includes 
£50 million in economic aid 
and $50 million in military 
aid. 

The package is over and 
above the $225 million Jor- 


dan receives annually from 
the United States. 

A U.S. embassy official in 
Amman indicated that 
although differences in the 
House over how to fund the 
aid may delay foe package, he 
said it is not likely to be jeop- 
ardised by House quarrelling. 

“The administration has 
specifically asked Congress 
to approve a package worth 
$300 million to [be given] 
over three years’ time, and 
this has the full support of the 
White House,” foe official 
said. 


DAHARIYA (AFP) — Jew- 
ish settlers set up seven 
mobile homes on a hilltop 
near this Palestinian town 
over the weekend in their 
latest bid to grab more West 
Bank land, Palestinian 
sources said Sunday. 

The Israelis, from the set- 
tlements of Tene and 
Omarim at the southern tip 
of the West Bank, bulldozed 
a dirt access road to the hill- 
top and hauled in seven 
mobile homes and a water 
tank late Saturday, said 
array spokesman Peter 
Lemer. 

Palestinians in the area 
said the new enclave is situ- 
ated about two kilometres 
from the twin settlements of 
Tene and Omarim and just 
south of Dahariya. a Pales- 
tinian town of 20,000. 

Lemer said the mobile 
homes had been placed 


without permission ou what 
Israel calls “state land” — 
areas where Palestinians 
have not proven formal 
ownership. 

“An officer was sent to the 
site to get them to stop the 
activity” he told AFP. 

But he said the army 
would not move immediate- 
ly to clear the mobile 
homes, choosing instead to 
freeze the situation while it 
investigates settler plans for 
the area. 

Settlers, with explicit 
encouragement from 
Israel’s right-wing govern- 
ment. have been expanding 
their hold on West Bonk 
land in a bid to create new 
facts on the ground before 
Israeli general elections in 
May. 

The militants fear a possi- 
ble defeat of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu by 


more moderate candidates 
who could order a freeze on 
settlement expansion to 
facilitate peace negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Defence Minis- 
ter Moshe Arens, leading 
government hawks, have 
both said settlers should 
expand their presence in the 
West Bank ahead of the 
elections. 

In response, settlers have 
attempted to move onto 
dozens of new plots of land, 
mostly trying to create new 
hilltop enclaves. 

In some instances the 
army has stepped and 
forced the settlers to back 
down. 

But often authorities say 
the settlers are operating in 
areas included in broad 
“master plans” for the set- 
tlements. 


Palestinians extend legislature, avoid issue of May statehood declaration 


GAZA CITY (Agencies.) — The 
Palestinian legislature launched its 
four* annual session Sunday, Nil 
skirted the issue of whether the coun- 
cil’s mandate would extend beyond 
May 4 when interim autonomy 
accords with Israel expire. 

The elected legislative council also 
reelected Ahmed Qoureia, a veteran 
peace negotiator with Israel as its 
speaker during foe meeting in Gaza 
City. 

Qoureia told deputies that the coun- 
cil and other bodies created to admin- 
ister autonomous parts of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip under foe Oslo 
peace agreements would continue to 
function after the five-year interim 
period laid down in foe accords 

expires in May. 

He insisted this decision in no way 
prejudiced the Rilesdnians’ declared 
intention to unilaterally declare the 
creation of an independent stale on 
May 4 — a move strongly opposed 
by Brad and foreign governments. 

“The Palestinian leadership still has 
to decide what to do on May 4, but 
this will not affect foe functioning of 
the Palestinian autonomy institu- 


tions,” said Qoureia, who is also 
known as Abu Alaa. 

Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) President Yasser Arafat has 
left open the possibility of postponing 
a declaration of independence beyond 
May in exchange for clear 
international backing, notably from 
the United States and Europe, for foe 
Palestinian right to statehood 

Also Sunday, Palestinian lawmak- 
ers inaugurated an annual Democracy 
Day while acknowledging that 
democracy in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip was still a wok in 
progress. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a legislator and a 
former member of Arafat’s cabinet, 
said file PNA needed to do more to 
ensure basic freedoms and uphold foe 
rule of law. 

“We see serious shortcomings par- 
ticularly when it comes to foe way in 
which foe legislative council is teing 
dealt with [by foe executive authori- 
ty],” she told Reuters. 

lawmakers have repeatedly 
accused the PNA administration of 
ignoring decisions and recommenda- 
tions by foe three-year-old legislative 


council. 

“Democracy in a state of emergence 
in Palestine has not yet been complet- 
ed as a comprehensive system of 
thought and of applicability, so we are 
still working on engraining and con- 
solidating foe principle of democra- 
cy,” Ashrawi said. 

Palestinian deputies differed sharply 
over the leadership's derision to sim- 
ply open a new legislative session 
without a dear refrierce to May 4. 

‘The third annual council session 
ended today and nothing says the next 
one must run its full term because 
technically the legislature ceases to 
exist on May 4.” said Ziad Abu Arm; 

But Abdul Jawad Saleh, a former 
minister and critic of Arafat, said foe 
failure to declare that the legislative 
mandate will expire in May plays into 
the hands of Israeli hanffineis who 
hope to prevent Palestinian statehood. 

‘This is an indicator that the interim 
period is continuing and Fm afraid the 
interim status will simply become foe 
final status — it is a victory for the 
Israeli right-wing,” be told Sunday's 
session. 

According to foe Oslo interim 


agreements, Israel and the Palestini- 
ans should have completed negotia- 
tions on a permanent peace arrange- 
ment for rhe West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Arab east Jerusalem by May 4. 

But foe negotiations, which Pales- 
tinians want to result in their own 
state, have deadlocked under foe hard- 
line Israeli government of Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
came to power in June 1996 and 
strongly opposes Palestinian indepen- 
dence. 

Netanyahu’s handling of the peace 
process contributed to the collapse of 
his coalition government in Decem- 
ber and tew elections are to be held 
on May 17. 

Arab and Western governments 
have warned Arafat that a May 4 dec- 
laration of statehood would only help 
tiie reelection chances of Netanyahu, 
who faces a stiff challenge from mere 
dovish candidates. 

Under foe Oslo interim seconds, foe 
PNA has so fer gained fuD or partial Ahmed Qoureia waves Sunday after he was reelected for the 
eorurol over 60 per cent of foe Gaza fourth time as speaker of the Palestinian Legislative Council at a 
Strip, 29 per cent of foe \test Bank special session held at the Shawa Centre in Gaza City. On the 
and none of east Jerusalem. right stands Saeb Erekat (AP photo) 
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Palestinians hunted by 
Israel for rash of attacks 
in Jerusalem, West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli security ser- 
vices hunted Sunday for Pales- 
tinians suspected of carrying 
out two stabbing attacks in 
occupied Jerusalem and die 
shooting of a Jewish settler in 
the West Bank, officials said. 

A Palestinian woman was 
meanwhile arrested Sunday 
after throwing a knife at an 
Israeli security guard at offices 
of the National Insurance Insti- 
tute in Jerusalem, police said 

The woman, a 23-year-old 
divorcee, was apparently dis- 
traught over family problems 
and threw die knife not to kill 
the guard but to be arrested 
police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin said The guard was 
not injured 

Police reported no leads 
however in the stabbing Friday 
of an ultra-Orthodox Jew near 
Arab east Jerusalem's Old City 
or a knife attack Saturday night 
on an Israeli soldier in the city. 

They were also still investi- 
gating the shooting Saturday 


night of a Jewish settler who 
was guarding road construction 
equipment in the West Bank. 

A police spokesman said a 
second guard who witnessed 
the shooting was bong ques- 
tioned Sunday to determine if it 
was a politically motivated 
attack or an attempt to steal 
construction equipment 

The witness reported seeing 
two men flee on foot after 
shooting and seriously wound- 
ing Arkady Ushansky in the 
thigh and abdomen. Ushansky 
was reported in stable condi- 
tion Sunday in a Tel Aviv area 
hospital. 

In Jerusalem, the soldier was 
stabbed in the back and slightly 
wounded Saturday night by an 
assailant who then fled in a 
waiting car, Menuhin said. 

Police backed by the Shin 
Bet secret service and a heli- 
copter searched throughout the 
night for the attackers. Police 
believe the stabbing was car- 
ried out by Palestinians for 
“nationalistic" motives. 


On Friday Aharon Lev- 
kowitz. 49. was stabbed in the 
neck as he walked from the Old 
City in Arab east Jerusalem to 
the nearby ultra-Orthodox Jew- 
ish quarter of Mea Shearim. 

He was declared in moderate 
and stable condition after 
undergoing surgety. 

Israeli security officials have 
warned that they expected an 
upsurge in attacks by Palestin- 
ian militants in the run-up to 
Israeli general elections in 
May. 

Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens told a parliamentary 
panel last week that Israel 
believed the Palestinian 
National Authority was work- 
ing to hah major anti-Israel 
bombings and other attacks 
prior to the elections. 

But he said he expected mili- 
tants opposed to peace accords 
signed by PNA President Yass- 
er Arafat with Israel to cany out 
isolated shootings, stabbings 
and attempted kidnappings of 
soldiers instead. 


Israeli ultra-Orthodox radio host 
arrested for threat to kill leftist MP 



Israeli police officers arrest a protester, member of the organisation ‘Red Line,’ 
which advocates an Israeli withdrawal from it's seif proclaimed security zone in 
South Lebanon. Members of the Red Line group blocked traffic outside the Israeli 
Defence Ministry Sunday and had to be forcibly removed by police (AP photo) 


Hoss did not agree 
to security talks 
with Israel — Syria 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria, 
the main power in neighbouring 

Lebanon, said Sunday that 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss has not agreed to discuss 
bolder security arrangements 
with Israel. 

“Hoss called for an Israeli 
withdrawal hum south Lebanon 
and did not agree at all to securi- 
ty arrangements as Israeli offi- 
cials cl aim, ** said Tlshrin, the 
official organ of the Syrian gov- 
ernment 

Tire Lebanese prime minister 
also “did not mention disarma- 
ment of the Lebanese resistance, 
and Lebanon's position on this 
topic is known." the newspaper 
added 

“Successive Lebanese govern- 
ments have insisted on imple- 
mentation of [UN. Security 
Council] Resolution 423 to the 
letter." it said The 1978 resolu- 
tion calls for Israel to withdraw 
unconditionally from Lebanon, 
where it main tains a buffer zone 
to prevent cross-border attacks. 
Syrian- and Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas conduct 
most of the anti-Israeli attacks in 
Lebanon. 

“Beirut has several times 
rejected reaching an accord with 
Israel in the belief that tiie 1949 
[Lebanese-IsraeH] armistice 
agreement was still in effect,” 


Tlshrin said 

The Syrian daily accused 
Israel of “putting forward securi- 
ty arguments to get Lebanon to 
part with its land and its sover- 
eignty.” 

“Israel’s game consists of 
imposing evil conditions on 
Lebanon such as disarming the 
resistance, halting its operations, 
setting up advanced Israeli post- w 
cions on Lebanese land and 
margins [Antoine] Labad’s 
[prcClsraeli] militia with the 
Lebanese national army. ' it said 

“All these conditions go 
against 425 and allow Israeli 
leaders to blackmail the 
Lebanese government and are 
rejected by the Lebanese people 
and officials." Tishrin said 

Hoss indicated Saturday that 
Lebanon is ready to provide the 
security guarantees sought by 
Israel although not through 
negotiations. 

“Security and stability exist 
across Lebanon except for the 
Israeli-occupied zone, and it 
could be the same along the 
frontier if the enemy with- 
draws,” Hoss said in a statement. 

The Lebanese premier also said W 
that a “withdrawal of the occu- 
pation forces would revive the 
armistice agreement, which 
means that security would exist 
along the bonder." 


Princess Basma urges stepping up activities of 
Jordanian Hashemite Fund for Human Development 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
police arrested on Sunday 
the operator of an ultra- 
Orthodox pirate radio sta- 
tion who broadcast calls for 
the murder of a leftist mem- 
ber of parliament, police 
said. 

Israel Bundak. who oper- 
ates the Voice of the East 
radio out a residential 
building in occupied 
Jerusalem, surrendered to 
police on Sunday and was 
immediately placed in cus- 
tody, a police spokesman 
said. 

Police launched an inves- 
tigation into Bundak on 
Saturday after he called for 
the murder of Yossi Sarid, 
leader of the leftist Meretz 
Party and an outspoken 
critic of ultra-Orthotox 
attempts to impose strict 
religious law in Israel. 


Bundak, speaking over 
the sound of gunfire and 
music from a cowboy film, 
said on Friday that Sarid 
should be killed “because 
be doesn't like our religion 
or our station." 

Before entering a police 
station in the occupied city, 
Bundak told reporters he 
had only been “kidding” as 
part of satiric shows for last 
week's Jewish festival of 
Purim. 

“I apologised, but Sarid 
didn’t want to hear it and 
has started a witchhunt," 
Bundak said. 

Police also raided the 
Jerusalem apartment where 
Voice of the East was 
broadcasting and seized all 
Bundak's radio equipment, 
a spokesman said. 

Voice of the East is one of 
several pirate radio stations 


run by supporters of the 
ultra-Orthodox Sbas Party, 
the third biggest group in 
the outgoing Israeli parlia- 
ment. 

In a controversial deci- 
sion last month, the govern- 
ing majority in parliament 
passed a law to legalise the 
pirate stations run by Shas 
and another operated by 
right-wing religious settlers 
in the West Bank. 

Opponents said the new 
law was pushed through by 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to buy support 
from religious and right- 
wing voters in May general 
elections. 

Sarid. a passionate sup- 
porter of a secular state and 
a hate figure for the ultra- 
Orthodox, had called for 
the authorities to close 
down the Shas station. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basma Sunday called 
for intensifying the develop- 
ment efforts and activities of 
the Jordanian Hashemite Fund 
for Human Development 

The Princess, addressing a 
meeting attended by fund 
employees and heads of social 
development centres from var- 
ious govemoraies, spoke 
about the change of the fund’s 
name from the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Development 
fQAF) to the Jordanian 
Hashemite Fund for Human 
Development 

The fund's new name, she 
said, embodies the noble mes- 


sage of the Hashemites pur- 
sued by the late King Hussein 
and initiated by foe King- 
dom's founder, the late King 
Abdullah and the late King 
Talal and the Hashemite 
queens, who endeavoured to 
serve all Jordanians. 

Princess Basma said the 
‘Hashemite message has been 
passed on to His Majesty King 
Abdullah, who now leads foe 
march as the head of foe 
Hashemite family and shoul- 
ders foe responsibilities for the 
country. 

Princess Basma said King 
-Hussein was a source of inspi- 
ration in major achievements 


accomplished in many fields. 

She said King Hussein was a 
supporter of foe fund and was 
behind the fund's main 
achievements in development 
adding that the late King was 
always keen to know about the 
public services offered by the 
fund and always provided 
directives for future plans. 

The late King Hussein 
envisaged social work as the 
most effective way to improve 
foe living condition of individ- 
uals and local communities, 
added Princess Basma. 

Believing in the right of all 
citizens to a decent living, the 
King was behind initiatives in 


this concern and supported 
them with all his might 
according to Princess Basma. 

Inspired by the late King's 
spirit and thoughts, in respect 
of the march he led to achieve 
progress and prosperity for 
Jordan and in commitment to 
his eternal message which is 
now borne by King Abdul ah. 
the fond will exert all efforts to 
uphold the King Hussein’s 
motto, “The citizens are our 
most precious asset" The fund 
pledges to adopt this logo as 
an incentive to attain its mean- 
ing. The new name of foe 
fund. The Jordanian 
Hashemite Fund for Human 


Development has been cho- 
sen to underline the translation 
of his message to facts on the 
ground. 

In memory of foe late Queen 
Alia, who passed away in foe 
line of duty to the Kingdom, # 
Princess Basma said the 
fund's social development 
centre inTafileh will be named 
after Queen Alia and be 
known from now on by the 
name of “The Queen Alia 
Centre for Social Develop- 
ment" and the Hashemite 
competition will be changed 
to “The Queen Alia Competi- 
tion for Voluntary Social 
Work" 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two 
Nobel Peace laureates, who 
have added their voices to 
growing civilian protest 
around the world against the 
UN. sanctions regime on Iraq, 
departed for Baghdad yester- 
day along with a group of 
American pezee activists. 

Mairead Corrigan Maguire 
and Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
Nobel Peace Prize winners in 
1976 and 1980. respectively, 
have joined the American Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation 
(FbR). the oldest imerfoifo 
peace organisation in the Unit- 
ed States. They are accompa- 
nied by FoR executive director 
the Reverend John Dear, Pres- 


Nobel prize laureates lead group of peace activists to Iraq 
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ident of foe International Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation 
Akadim Chikandamina. and 
two representatives of Voices 
in the Wilderness (VbW), a 
U.S. humanitarian organisa- 
tion that has made more than 
20 trips to Iraq to deliver med- 
icine and toys to children suf- 
fering in Iraqi hospitals. 

Kathy Kelly, co-founder and 
coordinator of VbW. said foe 
group is travelling to Iraq with 
the aim “of hrghlghting the 
humanitarian disaster in Iraq 
and to ask the U.S. govern- 
ment and the UN. Security 


council to lift foe economic 
sanctions, which have promot- 
ed neither peace nor regional 
disarmament, but have caused 
nine years of widespread suf- 
fering." 

The delegation will visit 
schools and hospitals, where, 
according to foe United 
Nation’s Children's Fund, at 
least 2 00 ch i drea die each day. 

UNICEF estimates ' that at 
least one million Iraqis have 
died as a direct result of the 
economic sanctions, and that 
once-preven table diseases 

have become endemic and 


deadly plagues in foe Iraqi 
society. 

“In any language, that is 
called genocide," said 
Maguire, who hails from 
North Ireland. “We've wel- 
comed [U.S. President] Clin- 
ton to help us resolve prob- 
lems non-violently in North- 
ern Ireland Could he and 
[Vice President Al] Gore not 
sit down and talk with the lead- 
ers of Iraq?’ 

Maguire won the Nobel 
Peace Prize after organising 
the largest peace demonstra- 
tions in the histoiy of Northern 


Ireland She is the co-founder 
of the Peace People Commu- 
nity in Belfast, the city that has 
witnessed the lion’s share of 
bloodshed in the North Ireland 
conflict 

Adolfo Perez Esquivel an 
Argentinian national was 
awarded a Nobel Prize when 
he was the Latin American 
Coordinator for the Service of 
Peace and Justice (SERPAJ). 
He was arrested imprisoned 
and tortured by Argentine 
police in April 1977 for his 
work in supporting human 
rights in that country. No 


charges were ever brought 
against him, although he was 
held as an alleged “subversive" 
for 14 months. He travels 
extensively supporting human 
rights struggles around the 
world 

On this trip to Iraq, Reverend 
Dear wil deliver 1,000 “peace 
covenants," documents which 
have been signed by North 
American religious and secu- 
lar communities, apologising 
for the way in which the Unit- 
ed States has treated foe Iraqi 
people, a FoR press release 
said 


“If this humanitarian disaster 
were ercxirring anywhere else 
in foe world besides Iraq, and 
the perpetrator were anyone 
but the United States and foe 
United Nations,” be said ‘‘[it] 
would be considered geno- 
cide.” 

The VbW group began their 
efforts in the early 1990s. They 
are supported by cash or in- 
kind donations of medicines or 
other necessary items from 
ordinary Americans who 
protest the sanctions on Iraq, 
which the Voices group calk 
“U.S. -UN. -sponsored sanc- 


All delegation members pay 
their own travel and accom- 
modation fares on trips to Iraq. 
They travel to Baghdad in vio- 
lation of U.S. federal law, and 
late last year, some members £ 
were saved a prepenalty 
notice, indicating that the LLS. 
government intended to levy 
several hundred thousand dol- 
lars for their violation of sanc- 
tions regulations, particularly 
the importation of medicine 
and toys to sick Iraqi children. 

The group said they would 
not pay the fines, and yester- 
day. Kelly indicated that so for, 
no further action has been 
taken by the U.S. government 
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Tel. 4773111-19 
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DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:10 — News headlines German-speaking Evangelical 

19-.35 Doc. — Perspective Congregation TeL 56S8404 

20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 2 The Evangelical Local Church 
links up with channel I ) in Amman Tel. 5S1 1295 

20 JO Programme on [he late His Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Majesty King Hussein =. Day Saints TeL 4654932 

21:00 ..Islamic History in Jordan St John the Baptist at De la 

21:30 On the Banks of Jordan Salle College TeL 5661757 

22:00 — News in English Church of the Annunciation TeL 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 4637440 
graphic Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

23:00 ..News in Arabic (Channel 4646138 
2 links up with channel l) Church of Presentation, Swei- 

Behia. 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

TeL 4624757 

PRAYER TIMES The English-Language Catholic 

Parish TeL 4614190 

04:35 Fajr Evangelical Free Church TeL 

05:52. (Sunrise) Duha 4892679 

11:46 JDtnibr The Baptist Church TeL 

15:06 *Asr 4628052 

17:41 Maghreb The Armenian Catholic Church 

18:58 Tsha 4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


MmJMax. temp. 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4634590 
Terra San eta Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Warm weather conditions will 
prevail with clouds appearing at 
different altitudes and winds 
northeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
it will be warm, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Amman. — 

Aqaba. 

10/23 

15/29 


- 07/24 

Jordan Valley 

12/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman 24 Aqaba 31 

Humidity 

readings: Amman 20 
Aqaba 15 percent. 

per cent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 

areas: 


Ajloun 

09/19 

Jerash 

09/25 


11/25 

Madaba . 

-08/23 

Petra 

07/77. 

Dead Sea 

- 15/29 


ERBID: 

Dr. LotG Shibli (02)241789 

Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim. (05)99299 1 

Palestine Pharmacy. ...(05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. .4637 1 1 1 

GvD Defence Department -^566111 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

,4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 1 99 

Rescue Police — 192.4621111,4657777 

Fire Brigade- — -.4617101 

Blood Bank .477512! 

Highway Police. ->5343402 


Traffic Mice. 


.4896390 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc Mukhles Mazahrah... J1503I2 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin. .4748563 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyim-46201 15 
Dr. Fakhri Tayeh _.49 1 5880 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

At Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy .-...5537004 
RuknAIDawa Pharmacy 5536169 


Public Security Dipt— ....463032 1 

Hotel Complaints -5605800 

Price Complain is 5661 176 

Water & Sewiage Complaints -.4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

I 4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Centra] Amman Telephone Repairs 

-4623101 

AbdaliTeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jadan Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jodan -4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ..._58 15615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information .44-53200 

Queen Alia ImL Airport 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli — 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre. — 5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity.—. .4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity. — 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisam 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajreen ... 4777101/3 

Al-Bashit .4775111/26 

Array. Marka 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital. 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre ..-5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt HospitaL (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital ..(09)900560 

Ibn Situ HospitaL (09)98673! 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7 101 372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 
(02)7102831,(02)7102011 


Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hosphal (03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAV ELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (44)53200-5. 
where it should always be verified 
Information cm other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52700). 
Information on Royal Wtngs flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4S7520I-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


01:15 

04:30 


07:15 


07:45 


08:30 

08:50 

.—Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 


15:00 

16:25 


16:40 


16:45 New York, Amesudam (RJ) 

17:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 


I&35 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

23:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

01:59 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06:00 Kuala Lumpur. Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

0*10 London (BA) 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09:30 .. Cairo t MS) 

10=00 Khartoum (SD) 

Sanaa <TY) 

— Kiev (61D 

^^O .Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 -- Doha(QR) 

15 : ® 5 Vienna (OS') 

15:25 —Dubai, Abu Dhabi tEK) 

^aO Jstanbui iSD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

2 fc05 - Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:30 Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 

0 1: 25 Athens (OA) 

02 ; 00 Milan (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:50 -Aqaba (arriving alQAlA) 

(RW) 

17 JO Gaza (arriving at QAIAi 
(RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

^yjr 5 Aviv ( amvin 8 M QAIA) 


DEPARTURES 


10:00 

10:30 

11:15 

12:00 

12:05 

12:30 

20:15 

20:45 

21:00 

21:00 

21:15 

21:20 

22:45 


Jeddah (add) (RJ) j 

-Frankfurt. London (RJ) 

Shannon. Chicago (RJ) 

Jeddah (add)(RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) ' 

Abu Dhabi. Tehran CRT) 

Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) \ 

Damascus (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:30 Beirut (RJ) 


Other Flights 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) . 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

jj^ 25 - -Baris (AF) 

°' :05 London (BA) 

{j!2 Cairn (MS) | 

J * 30 Paris (IY) 

Kiev(6U) | 

J ** 0 Bahrain (GF) | 

Doha(QR)| 

Khartoum (SD)i 

?■?! -Tel Aviv (LY)] 

Athens (OA ) 1 

03:00 .Milan (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

^ Maria Airport) 

j** 0323 (frora Marka Airport) 

20J0 .Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
41.U0 -Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) 
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Jordan Times, Monday, March 8, 1999 


Illegal guest workers still outnumber 
registered guest workers 
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“ No ? r Sunday received the Chairman of the Board and Director General of the Arab Fond for 
Development Abdul Latif AI Hamad at Bab AI Salam. Hamad recalled his meeting with His 

touches and ** Sai ^™Jf st y® ar ' when King overwhelmed him with his “kindness, human 

!vp^v?J!2 d t and humble demeanour” The Queen said that King Hussein ‘led with his heart, wttch directed 
RitZ KSf 0 h”* W ,° r,d , andhf I- Abo attendin g the meeting was Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Planning 
SSI rS n He f"? pt ^ ae its “operation with Jordan by continuing to finance development 
?.? ; met Her R °y aJ Hi 8 hnes s Princess Basma and Hisham Khatib, member of the 

board of trustees of the Jordanian Hashemite Fund For Human Development 


IAEA official says world needs 
‘more quantitative nuclear assessment’ 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A visit- 
ing official of the 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (TAEAt yester- 
day said the IAEA’s experi- 
ence in Iraq after the 1990- 
1991 Gulf war showed that 
the agency needs to move 
beyond its focus on nuclear 
materia] accountability to a 
system based on more 
quantitative assessments. 

Mohammed Baradei. 
director General of the 
IAEA, said, “since 1991, 
and as a result of the 
agency's experience in Iraq, 
it has become clear that 
effective safeguards not 
only about the nuclear 
activities declared by a 
state, but also, in states with 
comprehensive - safeguards* 
agreements, about the 
absence of any undeclared 
activities." 

The situation in Iraq, 
which has since been 
declared by the IAEA as 
nuclear-weapons free, 
prompted the introduction 
by the IAEA of a strength- 
ened safeguards sysrera. the 
model protocol for which 
was approved by the LAEA 


board of governors in 1997. 
Jordan has already conclud- 
ed an additional protocol to 
its existing safeguards 
agreement 

The IAEA's safeguard 
system is a regime of some 
70 documents of interna- 
tionally binding agreements 
concerning comprehensive 
safety standards and mea- 
sures that ensure physical 
protection, civil liability for 
nuclear damage, notifica- 
tion of emergencies, radio- 
logical assistance, the safe- 
ty of nuclear power stations 
and the safety of waste and 
spent fuel management. 

The strengthened safe- 
guards system will "sub- 
stantially’ raise the level of 
assurance" of the ‘peaceful: 
and safe use of nuclear 
material, Baradei said dur- 
ing a lecutre at the Institute 
of Diplomacy. “But it must 
be recognised that, even 
with full implementation, 
nuclear material safeguards 
cannot provide 100 per cent 
guarantees. 

“For this reason, [safe- 
guards] must be supple- 
mented by other mutually 


reinforcing non-prolifera- 
tion components.” he said. 
"These include export con- 
trol, and most importantly, 
regional and global security 
arrantements aiming to 
remove the incentives to 
acquire nuclear weapons. 
International cooperation in 
the exclusively peaceful use 
of nuclear energy should 
not be perceived as an 
intrusion on national sover- 
eignty, but as a prerequisite 
for a state to exercise its 
sovereign right to use 
nuclear energy and technol- 
ogy” 

Baradei. an Egyptian 
national, said that the IAEA 
has been engaged in ongo- 
ing consultations with 
states in the region on creat- 
ing a nuclear weapons free 
zone (NWFZ) since 1992. 
At the “conceptual level,” 
he said, a number of points 
have emerged. 

“The first is that it would 
be desireable for agency 
safeguards to apply to all 
nuclear activities in the 
Middle East." he said. “And 
that the establishment of a 
NWFZ would be an impor- 


tant step in enhancing secu- 
rity and creating confi- 
dence. Finally, [it is 
agreed] that a verification 
system for a NWFZ would 
most likely need to be com- 
prehensive and intrusive to 
be able to deal with the 
legacy of conflict and dis- 
trust that exists in the 
region, and would most 
likely benefit from a system 
of mutual verification by 
the parties in addition to 
global verification by the 
IAEA." 

But. he said, the reality is 
that dififering opinions over 
what should come first — 
disarmament or compre- 
hensive peace — and a 
four-year breakdown in the 
multilateral track of the 
peace process have ground 
to a halt any progress 
towards a NWFZ. 

During his visit to Jordan, 
Baradei met His Majesty 
King Abdullah, His Royal 
Highness Prince Hassan, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdul Hah Khatib and Min- 
ister of Energy and Natural 
Resources Suleiman Abu 
Alim. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — More 
than 150,000 guest workers 
have rectified their legal sta- 
tus and have acquired work 
permits from the concerned 
authorities, but many more 
are still working illegally in 
the country, according to the 
Ministry of Interior. 

Ministry sources quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency 
[Petra; said Sunday that Jor- 
danian courts recently 
imposed fines on some 
employers ranging from 
JD50-100 for employing 
non-Jordanians who do not 
have work permits. 

The Ministry of Interior 
last year began implementing 
a series of measures to organ- 
ise and control the local 
labour market The sources 
said the measures were in 
line with the directives of His 
Majesty King Abdullah, arri- 
clated in his letter of designa- 
tion to Prime Minister Abdul 


Raouf Rawabdeh. 

The King's letter said, “the 
government should act 
promptly and seriously in 
accordance with a clear plan 
to replace guest workers with 
local labour and should speed 
up the process of exporting 
die Jordanian labour force to 
brotherly countries.” 

The sources said ministry 
inspectors will continue to 
carry out search campaigns 
to ensure Jordanian labour 
law is respected and that 
employers and guest workers 
abide by its provisions. 

The ministry has called on 
employers to ensure that their 
employees are either of Jor- 
danian nationality or guest 
workers holding valid work 
permits. It has empahsised 
that Jordanian businesses 
should avoid hiring guest 
workers to fill positions that 
could be filled by Jordanians. 
Meanwhile, the head of the 


Department of Borders and 
Residency ‘ at the Public 
Security Department 

Brigadier Adrian Abdullat 
has emphasised that police 
will not be lenient in imple- 
menting the law. 

In a statement ro the press, 
Abdullat said since the start 
of 1999, his department has 
discovered that nearly 15,000 
guest workers were 
employed in Amm an with- 
out work permits and that 
8,573 of them have now been 
deported from the country. 

Abdullat said that the 59 
offices recruiting domestic 
helpers to Jordan violate the 
law and aggravate the prob- 
lem. 

He said, according to the 
new regulations, each non- 
Jordanian worker should not 
only acquire a work permit, 
but also must report to the 
police about his or her place 
of work and residence. 


Unofficial estimates put the 
□umber of non Jordanians 
working in the Kingdom ai 
more than 800,000. Many 
believe their presence aggra- 
vates unemployment, offi- 
cially estimated at 16 per cent 
and unofficially at 27 per 
cent of the total Jordanian 
workforce. 

Abdullat said his depart- 
ment collected a sum of 
JD135 million in work per- 
mit fees over the past year. In 
the past two months it col- 
lected JD5.5 million. 

Abdullat said his depart- 
ment estimates the rate of 
illegal workers at 85 per cent 
of the total number of non- 
Jordanians living in the 
Kingdom, noting that in gen- 
eral. non Jordanian workers 
are responsible of 65 per 
cent of the total number of 
crimes committed in the 
country. 


Health ministry to launch 
TB awareness campaign 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has classified Jor- 
dan as the country with the 
lowest rate of tuberculosis 
(TB) in the Middle East 
ahead of a Ministry of 
Health campaign against 
the disease on March 24 

The nationwide cam- 
paign will mark the 
international day to eradi- 
cate TB, said Khaled Abu 
Rumman, head of the min- 
istry’s TB department. 

He said the WHO figures 
were released at a general 
conference on TB held in 


Cairo late last year. 

Abu Rumman said the 
ministry last year discov- 
ered 380 cases of TB in 
Jordan, of which 33 cases 
were found non-Jordani- 
ans working in the King- 
dom. In the light of this 
figure, only eight TB cases 
exist in every 100,000 citi- 
zens in Jordan, the lowest 
rate in the Middle East, 
said Abu Rumman. 

Last year, recalled Abu 
Rumman, the Ministry of 
Health set the year 2010 as 
the date for the complete 
eradication of TB from 


Jordan. At the minimum, 
the Health Ministry hopes 
to lower the rate to one 
case for every 100.000 
inhabitants. 

According to the health 
official, the ministry’s 
campaign against TB, 
launched a year ago, has 
been successful in reduc- 
ing the number of cases 
reported and in curing 90 
per cent of reported TB 
cases in the country. 

Despite the discovery of 
a cure for TB over 40 years 
ago, said Abu Rumman, 
TB is still responsible for 


the death of nearly three 
million people around the 
world every year. 

He said the Health Min- 
istry has prepared an inte- 
grated public awareness 
programme among the 
public and to take preven- 
tive measures against the 
disease. Abu Rumman said 
the ’ programme, which 
mainly targets schools, 
includes lectures and 
media announcements 
cautioning the public 
about protecting them- 
selves from the disease. 


What’s G oi n g O n 


FILM 

* “The Fan" at Books @>Cafo, Jabal Amman on Tuesday March 9 at S:30 p.m. (Tel. 4650457/8). 

LECTURES 

* “The Antiquities of Ghor AI Safi" by Khalil Hamdan at the Friends of Archaeology Centre at 6:30 p.ra. (Telefax: 
5930682). 

* “The Arab Intellectual and the Inevitability of Globalisation” by Dr. AI Taher Labib of TYmisia at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 


Jordanian women look to brighter future on International Women’s Day 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — As the world cele- 
brates the International Women's 
Day today, Jordanian women's 
activists will mark this occassion 
by recalling His Majesty King 
Hussein's role in advancing 
women’s role in the Kingdom, 
and hoping that the new govern- 
ment will carry on the message 
the late King opted to advance 
women's position in all aspects 
of Jordanian society. 

“During the past 46 years of 
His Majesty King Hussein's rule, 
women's participation in pubic 
life flourished,” said Amal Sab- 
bagh, secretary general of the 
Jordanian National Commission 
for Women iJNCW). 

“In the past, women's work 
had been restricted to voluntary 
organisations, but during his 
reign, their participation in polit- 
ical life and other aspects such as 
Parliament and the Cabinet 
glowed during his era." Sabbagh 
said. 

Sabbagh cited advancements 
education as another example of 
women's achievements. 

“It used to be a rarity or an 
j* exception for women to be edu- 
cated. but the rate of educated 
women has increased six fold, 
and is now really a norm. This 
opened the door for women s 
participation in so many other 
areas of society,” she added. 

“The women’s movement has 
accomplished much during the 
era of His Majesty King Hussein 
in the political, social, legal and 
economic fields. All these 
achievements were made under 
the care and concern of King 
Hussein, and with the constant 
^ effort and follow-up of HKH 
® Princess Basma." said Nawal 
Faouri. an Islamic Action Front 


‘We expect 
the new 
government 
to merge 
the letter of 
designation 
that touched 
upon women’s 
issues 
with its 
plan of action 
to overcome 
the obstacles 
that hinders 
women’s 
advancement 
without any 
delays’ 

— Faouri 


member. 

Princess Basma has been the 
figurehead of the women's 
movement in the Kingdom, she 
founded the Jordan National 
Commission for Women, a poli- 
cy forum. 

Still, she maintained, the 
women’s cause and its full con- 
tribution to social development 
has still not found its natural 
place, because it has not grasped 
enough attention and care from 
the media and officials. 

“The neglegance of women's 
issues by local and official insti- 
tutions remains an obstacle to the 
advancement of women and their 
achievement of their full rights,” 
said Faouri. 

In his letter of designation to 
Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh, His Majesty King 
Abdullah stated that the Cabinet 
should work hard to boost the 
role of women. 

Activists say that this is the 
first time a letter of designation 
specifically calls for removing 
legislation that discriminates 
against women or that inflicts 
injustice on them. 

“The role of women has devel- 
oped through their participation 
in the country's economic, 
social, political and administra- 
tive life and this role needs the 
utmost care, especially in the 
Badia and rural areas," King 
Abdullah wrote to Rawabdeh. 

“We expect the new govern- 
ment to merge the designation 
letter that touched upon women's 
issues with its plan of action to 
overcome the obstacles that hin- 
ders women's advancement 
without any delays, said Faouri. 

Women activists have stressed 
over the years that many laws 
still discriminate against them, 
thus limiting their advancement 


and full participation in social 
life. 

They say that some of the most 
discriminatory legislation 
includes the Social Security Law, 
the Citizenship and Retierment 
Laws and several artices in the 
Jordanian Penal Code which 
allow reduced sentences for indi- 
viduals who kill their female rel- 
atives on suspicion of involve- 
ment in “immoral relations." 

On average, around 25 to 30 
women are killed in Jordan 
annually for “honour-related" 
cases. Killers in such cases usu- 
ally benefit from a reduction in 
penalty and end up receiving 
prison-terms ranging from three 
months to two years, depending 
on' the case's circumstances. 
Women say the law impinges on 
their very right to life. 

Lately, honour crimes and the 
lenient penalties, drew strong 
criticism from, the Royal family, 
led by the late King Hussein, Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and HRH 
Princess Basma. 

The United Nations Develop- 
ment Fund for Women Regional 
Advisor Haifa Abu Ghazaleh 
noted that some legislation has 
been amended in favour of 
women, such as the insurance 
law. 

In the past, children of working 
women were unable to claim 
their insurance benefits, 
although they were covered by 
their fathers’ insurance plans. 
The law was amended several 
years ago in favour of women, 
Abu Ghazaleh told the Jordan 
Times. 

Abu Ghazaleh added that one 
of the most important acomplish- 
ments for Jordanian women was 
the establishment of the Jordan- 
ian National Commission for 
Women, charged with main- 


streaming gender issues in 20 
sectors under the 1998-2002 
socio-economic development 
plan, instead of relegating 
women to one of its chapters. 

Abu Ghazaleh also pointed to 
an unprecedented regional cam- 
paign hosted during November 
and December 1998 under the 
theme “A Life Free of Violence: 
It is Our Right." The campaign 
was organised by UNIFEM. 

‘The campiagn. with the help 
of the media and the effort of 
governmental and non-govern- 
mental organisations, was able to 
break the silence about violence 
inflicted on women in the 
region,” she said. 

One of the most important 
activities for the 16-day cam- 
paign in Jordan, was an esaay 
and drawing competition for 
schoolstudents in the Kingdom, 
where the pupils used their 
brushes and pencil to reflect the 
forms of violence thai women 
are subjected to. 

“We hope, as we approach the 
21st century, that the theme of 
the Forth World Conference on 
Women in Bejing in 1995 
‘Action for Equality, Develop- 
ment and Peace,’ will be 
achieved.” Abu Ghazaleh said. 

The National Project Officer at 
UNIFEM, Nisreen Alami said 
future plans for the fund include 
the establishment of a unit that 
supports institutions that pro- 
vides small entrepreneurs with 
support services. 

“We want these institutions to 
become more responsive to 
women's needs, and not to iso- 
late women economically;' 
Alami said. 


Fourth woman killed 
in crime of honour 

By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A 24-year-old woman was stabbed to 
death and nearly decapitated by her husband, official 
sources said Sunday. 

The husband, Sufi an M., turned himself in to police, 
claiming his wife, Izdihar Mahmoud, had behaved 
immorally. 

[The suspect told the authorities that he suspected his 
wife of being involved in ‘immoral relations’ and that 
he killed her to cleanse his honour.” said the source, 
who requested anonymity. 

The same source told the Jordan Tunes that the victim 
filed a complaint to police that her husband had physi- 
cally assaulted her only two weeks before her murder. 

According to police surgeons, Izdihar received multi- 
ple stab wounds which penetrated the chest, reaching 
the heart, and a cut to the throat which almost decapi- 
tated her. 

“We also found traces of bums to her hair, which indi- 
cates that the suspect was attempting to bum her after 
her death,” Pathologist Mahmoud Shreideh of the 
National Institute of Forensic Medicine (NIFM) said. 

Another source told the Jordan Tunes Saturday that 
the suspect’s brothers, who resides in the same build- 
ing, rushed to his apartment and prevented him from 
setting his wife ablaze. 

The couple resided in Wihdat neighbourhood, east of 
Amman, in a building located on street number 30, and 
had been wed for four months. 

fit another incident on Saturday, a 3 1 -year-old woman 
living in the Naour area filed a complaint to police 
against her husband for physical abuse, according to 
medical examiners. 

The woman, identified only asT. A^ a mother of five 
children, received more than 30 blows to her head and 
face by her 38-year-old husband, according to Patholo- 
gist Hani Jahshan. 

“Our medical examinations indicated traces of stran- 
gulation and smothering as weD as bruises to her face,” 
pathologist Hani Jahshan of NIFM told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 

According to Jahshan, the authorities intend to prose- 
cute the husband on charges of attempted murder. 









4 World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, March 8, 1999 



Air force plane crashes 
near Delhi, 23 killed 


NEW DELHI (AP) — An 
Indian air force transport 
plane crashed near a huge 
township and exploded in a 
ball of fire in a cluster of 
bricklayers' huts killing 23 
people Sunday, officials 
said. 

The Russian-built AN-32 
aircraft suddenly veered off 
its landing path, clipped a 
brick boundary wall and 
vaulted into a massive 
drinking water reservoir, 
flattening dozens of brick 
huts of construction work- 
ers building the water stor- 
age tanks, eyewitnesses 
said. 

The tanks are being built 
to supply drinking water to 
Papankalan. an upcoming 
township at the southern 
end of New Delhi with hun- 
dreds of thousands of hous- 
es built to ease the housing 
crunch in India's capital. 
Few people have moved 
into the township because 
civic amenities are not yet 
in place. 

Six others were injured in 
the accident, which left the 
front half of the plane 
embedded in the water tank 
and its truncated tail end 
lying in a heap of black- 
ened. twisted metal on the 
ground. 

The 50-metre stretch over 
which the plane slithered at 
a massive speed after hitting 
the ground was littered with 
broken shards of metal and 


debris of the poor labourers’ 
huts. 

The air force launched an 
inquiry into the accident 
and civil and military offi- 
cials were unwilling to 
make immediate comment 
on the- likely cause. Retired 
Air Marshall Denzil Keeler 
told Star Television the air- 
port was suddenly 
enveloped in thick fog that 
reduced visibility to nearly 
zero, and the aircraft appar- 
ently undershot the runway. 

Press Trust of India said 
the plane was cleared for 
landing at 8:12 a.m. (0242 
GMT) when it suddenly dis- 
appeared from the radar 
screen, crashed and caught 
fire. Rescuers were search- 
ing for the flight data 
recorder. 

“It was clear early in the 
morning, but later there was 
a thick wave of fog.” said 
eyewitness Budhan Singh 
Kaicwar, 22. who escaped 
unhurt. 

“Another plane was flying 
across the sky when this 
plane came from across, at a 
very low height, and 
slammed with a big sound 
into the huts.” said Kaicwar. 
“Everybody was shouting, 
‘Run! Run’!” Several small 
houses with thatched roofs 
caught fire and were 
destroyed. 

Chief Minister Sheila 
Dixit said 17 people on 
board the plane and six 


civilians on the ground were 
confirmed dead. Dixit is the 
highest elected official of 
the state of New Delhi. 

The plane was flying in 
from Gwalior in central 
India when it crashed about 
two kilometres from the air- 
port. Press Trust reported. 
Airport authorities report- 
edly had declared the area 
unsafe for residences, but it 
was never evacuated, 
United News of India 
reported. 

A woman who identified 
herself as Phulwani said 
two of her children were 
killed when a piece of burn- 
ing metal hit her huL 

Phulwani. cuddling an 
infant, said she was work- 
ing in a nearby area when 
the crash occurred. 

“I had gone out of the 
house and when I came in. I 
found both my sons dead,” 
she said, pointing to her hut 
where red blotches of dried 
blood were visible in a heap 
of charred bricks. 

The airport which han- 
dles international, domestic 
and military flights, was 
closed to all traffic. 

It was the second air acci- 
dent in three days in India. 
On Friday, an Air France 
cargo plane crash landed in 
the southern city of Madias. 
The* plane was burned to a 
skeleton, but only one of the 
five-member crew was 
injured. 


India holds largest air-power 
display at nuclear site 


POKHRAN, India (AFP) — 
India held its laigest-ever air 
force exercise Sunday over 
this northern desert site where 
it conducted a series of 
nuclear tests last year. 

Around 100 frontline fight- 
er jets and bombers took part 
in the 90-minute manoeuvres 
at the Pokhran nuclear test 
site in the desert state of 
Rajasthan, around 200 kilo- 
metres from the bonier with 
arch-rival Pakistan. 

The planes, which took off 
from three bases near the bor- 
der. used mixed ordinance 
equivalent to 17,000 tonnes 
of high explosive. 

The exercise, which includ- 
ed Russian and French-sup- 
plied MiG-29s. Sukhoi-30s 
and Mirage-2000s, involved 
seven different phases and 
included air-to-air combat, 
parachute drops and air-to- 
ground missile firing. 

“There was nothing about 
this exercise to cause concern 
in Pakistan.” said Defence 
Minister George Fernandes. 


who attended the display, 
together with air force chief 
Y.P. Tipnis. 

“The exercise is connected 
to national security and show- 
cases the strength and patrio- 
tism of the air force. 

“But we felt the absence of 
an AWACS," the minister 
admitted. 

A prototype Indian 
Airborne Warning and 
Command System (AWACS) 
plane crashed in January, seri- 
ously delaying plans for 
developing the country's own 
AWACS system. 

The display of aerial power 
came four months after India 
conducted its largest war 
game in a decade near 
Pakistan's border, with tens of 
thousands of troops backed 
by armour, artillery and war- 
planes. 

Pakistan has warned that 
Indian exercises pose a threat 
to peace at the heavily-mili- 
tarised border between the 
two rivals. 

The two countries almost 


came to war in 1987 when 
India activated its largest mil- 
itary exercise, called 
“Operation Brasstacks,” 
involving almost half a mil- 
lion troops. 

India las one of the world’s 
largest armies and the fourth 
largest air force with more 
than 12200 combat and trans- 
port aircraft, although much 
of the fleet is outdated and 
poody maintained. 

While the exercise in 
Pokhran sought to showcase 
the air force talents, attention 
was diverted to the crash 
Sunday morning of one of the 
air force’s aged. Soviet-made 
Antonov An-32 transport 
planes near New Delhi air- 
port. 

More than 20 people, 
included all 18 passengers 
and crew were killed 

The Indian air force fre- 
quently loses pilots and war- 
planes in crashes, which it 
blames on a spare parts 
crunch and bird-hit menace. 


Cambodian military court 
prepares case against Ta Mok 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) 
— Captured Khmer Rouge army 
chief Ta Mok remained under 
heavy guard Sunday while prose- 
cutors prepared to file criminal 
charges against the guerrilla leader 
known as “the butcher." 

Government spokesman Khieu 
Kanharith confirmed that Ta Mok 
would face trial in Cambodia, cast- 
ing doubts on the government's 
willingness to see senior Khmer 
Rouge tried in an international 
court. 

Ta Mok, arrested Saturday near 
Cambodia's northern bonier with 
Thailand, will at least be charged 
by military court prosecutors under 
legislation passed in 1994 that out- 
lawed tiie Khmer Rouge, the 
spokesman said “he was arrested 
under the law outlawing the 
Khmer Rouge. 

But please wait for the prosecu- 
tor's investigation. The charges 
could include everything,” Khieu 
Kanharith sail 

A top leader during the Khmer 
Rouge's 1975-79 rule of 
Cambodia. Ta Mok is considered 
to be at least partly responsible for 
the brawl conditions and mass exe- 
cutions that occurred when the rad- 
ical Communists attempted to cre- 
ate an agrarian Utopia. 

The guerrillas emptied cities and 
forced the population into nude 
farming collectives. As many as 
two million people —about one in 
five — died of starvation, disease. 

overwork or execution. 

Warning that Cambodia's courts 
are woefully inadequate for the 


task. United Nations legal experts 
have recommended the creation of 
an international tribunal to try 
senior Khmer Rouge leaders for 
crimes against humanity. 

Although the Cambodian gov- 
ernment has not ruled out an inter- 
national trial. Prime Minister Hun 
Sen has responded coolly to the 
U.N. experts' recommendation, 
saying he favours the creation of a 
South Aftica-style truth commis- 
sion to investigate the brutalities of 
the regime. 

Hun Sen has allowed the defec- 
tion of several bloodstained Khmer 
Rouge leaders over the years in a 
strategy that led to the collapse of 
the guerrilla group. He has warned 
that an attempt to arrest these lead- 
ers could provoke ex-Khmer 
Rouge rank-and-file to renew their 
war against the government. 

But the capture ofTa Mok — the 
last senior Khmer Rouge leader at 
large and the first to be arrested by 
the Cambodian government — 
could be (he first domino to fall in 
wide-ranging legal proceeding 
against the Khmer Rwge. espe- 
cially if he implicates his former 
comrades during the tribunal. 

The United States, the 
staunchest supporter of an interna- 
tional tribunal, has welcomed die 
arrest of Ta Mok and promised to 
assist Cambodia's efforts to bring 
the Khmer Rouge chief to justice. 

,c We are encouraged that we now 
have the opportunity to bring one 
of the most notorious war crimi- 
nals in recent past to justice, and 
we will now be focusing our 


efforts on working with the 
Cambodian government to that 
end." U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said in 
London, where Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is on a work- 
ing visit. 

Amnesty In [emotional represen- 
tative Demelza Stubbings said she 
hoped Ta Mok’s arrest will be a 
catalyst for the speedy formation of 
an international tribunal bur 
expressed fears that a local tribunal 
could have the opposite effect and 
derail international momentum. 

‘Bffbns to hold people account- 
able for the gross human rights vio- 
lations of the 1970s are welcome, 
but the interests of justice are best 
served by an international tri- 
bunal," Stubbing? said. 

U.N. experts have cautioned that 
Cambodians do not trust their own 
judicial system, which has been 
described by human rights groups 
as corrupt, unprofessional and 
stacked with loyalists of Hun Sen's 
ruling party. 

The military court is best known 
for its trial and conviction of for- 
mer co-Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh last year on 
chains of treason. 

Ousted from power in Hun Sen’s 
violent 1997 coup, Ranariddh was 
convicted in what was widely seen 
as a show trial to discredit the 
prince ahead of a national election. 
The Prince was quickly pardoned 
by his father King Norodom 
Sihanouk and is now president of 
the national assembly, Cambodia's 

parliament. 



A British hot-air balloon, adrift on the sea off Omaezaki on the southwest coast of 
Japan, is approached by a Japan Maritime Safety Agency patrol boat after being 
forced to land during their round-the-world attempt British balloonists Andy Elson 
and Colin Prescot were forced to abandon their record attempt due to bad weather 
(Reuters photo) 

Balloonists say Chinese 
ban defeated them 


LONDON (R) — Two 
British balloonists who 
Sunday were plucked from 
the sea by a Japanese mili- 
tary helicopter said they 
believed circling the globe 
north of the equator without 
China’s cooperation was 
impossible. 

Andy Elson and Colin 
Prescot were forced to aban- 
don their round-the-world 
record attempt when bad 
weather forced them to ditch 
into the sea some 200 km 
southwest of Tokyo on the 
18th day of their fUghL 

It was the latest of about 20 
failed bids to break one of 
the world's last great aviation 
records. 

“I don't think we have 
failed," Elson told a news 
conference in London via 
telephone from Hamamatsu, 
south of Tokyo. 

“We have just found anoth- 
er way that doesn't work.” 
We have learned a lot of 
lessons from this. Maybe one 
of the lessons is that without 
the cooperation of the 
Chinese, it is not possible in 
the northern hemisphere.” 

The flight by 45-year-old 
Elson and Prescot, 48, who 
are both safe and well, was 
the longest ever in time by a 
hot-air balloon. They took 
off from southern Spain on 
Feb. 17. 

But when the Chinese avi- 
ation authorities refused per- 
mission for any British-reg- 


istered balloons to enter their 
airspace, they were forced to 
track to the south, slowing 
their progress and complicat- 
ing their navigation. 

The end came after cloud 
cover caused the solar batter- 
ies needed to operate the bal- 
loon’s kerosene burners to 
run down. 

Trying to get above the 
cloud, they picked up a lot of 
snow and ice on the outside 
of the balloon, forcing them 
to ditch. 

Prescot praised as “amaz- 
ing" the Japanese Self 
Defence Forces (.SDF) who 
flew a helicopter through 
mist to the spot where the 
balloon ditched about 50 
miles off the central Japan 
coast to pick up him and 
Elson after less than an hour 
in the water and take them to 
their Hamamatsu base. 

A Swiss-registered balloon 
which took off from 
Switzerland Monday is now 
best-placed to claim the 
record, particularly because 
it has permission to fly over 
China. 

Last December, British 
tycoon Richard Branson and 
his co-pilots — American 
Steve Fossett and Swede Per 
Lindstrand — were plucked 
from the sea off Hawaii after 
they aborted their round-the- 
world bid. 

They had deviated from 
their prescribed course 
across China, causing 


Beijing to implement the 
British balloon ban. 

Flight director Ian 

Ashpole, speaking at the 
headquarters of flight spon- 
sors Cable and Wireless 
Telecommunications, had no 
complaints about the 

Chinese attitude. 

He said they had legitimate 
concerns about the possible 
danger to aircraft in their 
skies from an off-course bal- 
loon. 

Ashpole said any attempt 
at a round-the-world flight in 
the southern hemisphere 
would be far more dangerous 
as much more of it would 
have to be over the sea. 

The winds that blow from 
Japan across the Pacific 
Ocean to the Americas were 
the undoing of Elson and 
Prescot. 

They had hoped to catch 
the northerly branch of the 
Pacific jetstream over 
Sapporo, on the northern 
Japanese island of Hokkaido, 
by Monday. That would have 
sped them across the ocean 
in about three to four days to 
the coast of Canada. 

The two were rescued at 
1.14 p.m. (0414 GMT) after 
directing their balloon down 
to the ocean, using emer- 
gency propane burners. 

Elson, asked what he most 
wanted now, had little hesita- 
tion. 

“After more than 17 days, 
we need a shower," he said. 


China warns U.S., Taiwan 
on missile defence plan 


BELTING (R) — China 
warned the United States 
Sunday against offering 
Taiwan protection under a 
missile defence umbrella, 
saying such a plan would 
harm the chances of a peace- 
ful reunification with the 
island. 

Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan's comments at a 
news conference were the 
most explicit public warning 
to date on the possible con- 
sequences of Washington 
deploying Theatre Missile 
Defence (TMD) over 
Taiwan. 

"If some people intend to 
include Taiwan under 
Theatre Missile Defence, 
that would amount to an 
encroachment on China’s 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and also be an 
obstruction to the great cause 
of peaceful reunification of 
the motherland." Tang said. 

The system, which has its 
roots in the "Star Wars" anti- 
ballistic missile research 
begun in the 1980s, is being 
studied jointly by the United 
States and Japan. 

There have been calls in 


Washington to include 
Taiwan under an umbrella 
which the U.S. government 
says is being considered 
because of a perceived mis- 
sile threat from North Korea. 

A Pentagon report last 
month said China had built 
up its missile force facing 
Taiwan, which Beijing 
regards as a rebel province 
which must be reunited with 
the mainland. 

Beijing has refused to rule 
out an invasion should 
Taiwan declare indepen- 
dence. Taiwan agrees on the 
goal of reunification, but 
says Beijing must embrace 
democracy first. 

Tang said the umbrella 
Washington was contemplat- 
ing was a relic of cold war 
thinking and would disturb 
regional security. 

“The development and 
research of TMD does not go 
with the trend of the times, 
nor is it conducive to inter- 
national disarmament 
efforts." he said. “It will also 
exert a negative impact on 
the global and regional 
strategic balance and stabili- 
ty into the next century.” 


Tang also suggested it 
would violate Japan's consti- 
tutional pledge to maintain 
only defensive military capa- 
bilities. saying it would “go 
far beyond the legitimate 
defensive needs which the 
relevant country has repeat- 
edly indicated" — a clear 
reference to Tokyo. 

U.S. Secretary of States 
Madeleine Albright said in 
Beijing last week that China 
should stop worrying about 
"a decision that has not been 
made to deploy defensive 
technologies that do not yet 
exist” and instead do more 
for nuclear non-prolifera- 
tion. 

But a senior Chinese offi- 
cial who declined to be 
named told reporters Friday 
that the threat posed by 
North Korea was “greatly 
exaggerated.” 

He also responded to the 
Pentagon report on a 
Chinese missile buildup by 
saying it was none of 
Washington's business. 

“Whether we should 
deploy missiles on our own 
territory is our own busi- 
ness," he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


* 


China denies stealing 
U.S. nuclear secrets 

RFUING (AFP) — Chinese Foreign Minister Tang 
FiSum denied Sunday a U.S. press report alleging 
China taUt and tested nuclear bombs using informahou 
stolen from a U.S. government laboratory. This report 
^irresponsible and unfounded." Tang satd dunng a 
mess conference. “This demonstrates that there are 
always some people who want to obstruct the normal 
Sint>U.S. trade relations and the nomalexport of U.S. 
hi-tech products to China." he said, pie New York 
Times reported Saturday that secret design mformatton 
was stolen during the 1980s but was not uncovered until 
1995 China's nuclear weapons designs were about a 
generation behind those of the United States until the 
mid 1990s, when Chinese nuclear test bombs began to 
show similarities to the U.S.' most advanced miniature 
warhead, the Times reported. By 1996. government 
investigators had identified an American scientist at a 
Los Alamos laboratory as their suspect. The Pentagon 
confirmed in January the FBI was actively investigating 
whether China obtained secret information for the most 
modem U.S. nuclear warhead. Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon said at the time the government had 
identified "security problems" at U.S. Department of 
Energy laboratories, which design and test U.S. nuclear 
weapons, in the mid-1980s but had since tightened secu- 
rity. 

North Korea holds rare elections 
for local assemblies 

SEOUL i AFPl — Communist North Korea held elec- 
tions Sunday for assemblymen in provinces and cities in 
what official media called a “most democratic way. The 
elections were the first since the North s rubber-stamp 
parliament, the Supreme People’s Assembly, confirmed 
Kim Jong-Il as supreme leader last September. 
“Elections'... are successfully going on with all the vot- 
ers turning out in the elections with high revolutionary 
enthusiasm.” the North's central election committee said 
through the Korean Central New Agency ( KCNA). As of 
midday. 87.98 percent of the registered electors had par- 
ticipated in voting, it said. Balloting began simultane- 
ously at all the constituencies to elect “deputies to 
provincial t municipal), city (district) and county peo- 
ple’s assemblies," it said. North Korea touted Sunday's 
voting as “most democratic.” saying its people "frilly 
exercise their political freedom and rights under the best 
electoral system. All principles and procedures under the 
electoral system meet the demand and interests of the 
popular masses," KCNA said. “The country provides 
every' condition to all the citizens so that they may be 
free in expressing their will in election." 

Far-right Haider in running as 
Austrian provincial polls open 

VIENNA t AFP) — Polling stations opened Sunday for 
an estimated 1.2 million Austrians to choose their repre- 
sentatives in regional parliaments in Tyrol and Salzburg 
in the west and Carinthia in the south. Jorg Haider's far- 
right nationalist Freedom Party (FPOe) is expected to do 
well in Carinthia. which Haider governed between 1989 
and 1991 before resigning over comments praising 
employment policies in Nazi Germany. The FFOe has 
scored 38 per cent in polls. If it takes the Corinthian 
regional parliament Haider could be reelected as gover- 
nor. with an eye on the chancellorship in the long-run. 

The elections are, however, unlikely to change the polit- 
ical scene in Tyrol and the Salzburg region. 

Child soldiers in S. Leone handed 
over to UNICEF for counselling 

FREETOWN (AFP) — Thirty-one child soldiers freed 
by Sierra Leonean rebels this weekend were handed 
over to UNICEF for counselling Sunday, officials from 
the U.N. children's agency said. The children, exhausted 
and starving, will also receive trauma treatment, the offi- 
cials said. Most of the children were from eastern 
Freetown, ranging in age from five to 18 years. The 
youngest was a five-year-old girl. They were kidnapped 
by the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) during 
its invasion of Freetown in early January’, which 
unleashed more than two weeks of fighting in the capi- 
tal and left up to 5.000 people dead. More than 2,000 
children went missing during and after the attack, 
according to UNICEF. Nearly half that number were 
abducted by rebels, the agency has estimated. Children 
kidnapped by the RUF have been used as soldiers, sex 
slaves, messagers and porters. Meanwhile, official radio 
reported Sunday that President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
held high-level talks with a three-man delegation from 
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in Freetown at 
Uie weekend. The delegation, headed by OAU Assistant 
secretary General Daniel Antonio, expressed its support 
tor the government’s decision to hold talks with the 
rebels. So far no date or venue for such peace talks has 
been announced. Monday. Kabbah is scheduled to hold 
talks in Lome with Togolese President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema. who is also the OAU chairman. 

‘Armed conflict displaces 27,647 
families in Philippines’ 
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Russia pulls 

representatives 

out of Chechenya 


GROZNY. Russia (AP) — 
The Russian government mis- 
sion in Chechenya ordered its 
staff to withdraw from the 
breakaway republic because 
Russians cannot work undefr 
the present dangerous condi- 
tions. a news agency reported 

'Hk order to leave the 
republic came two days after 
3 . top Kremlin official was 
kidnapped by a band of 
masked men who dragged 
him from an aeroplane as it 
was about to leave the 
Chechen capital. Grozny, for 
Moscow. 

The chief of security at the 
Russian mission told the* 
Interfax news agency, "under 
the present conditions, the 
staff officials are unable to 
perform their duties and are 
being recalled.” 

An intensive search by 
Chechen and Russian security 
services has failed to turn up 
any clues to the whereabouts 
of Maj. Gen. Gennady 
Shpigun, the interior min- 
istry’s representative in 
Chechenya, who was kid- 
napped Friday, officials said 

Valentin Vlasov. President 
Boris Yeltsin's personal 
envoy to Chechenya. told 
Interfax, il therc has been no 
new information so far.” 
Russian officials based in the 
northern Caucasus region 
Sunday accused Chechen 
security forces of staging the 
abduction. 

The kidnapping “had been 
thoroughly planned and car- 
ried out with participation of 
Chechen secret services," the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 


quoted an unidentified 
Russian law enforcement offi- 
cer as saying. Interior 
Minister Sergei Stepashin 
Saturday ordered Russian 
troops in the northern 
Caucasus on increased mili- 
tary alert following the kid- 
napping of Shpigun. 

He was taken from a 
Moscow-bound TU-134 by 
five armed men who had 
boarded the plane at Grozny 
airport with false passports 
and tickets for the flight, news 
agencies reported. 

Danilbek Tamkayev, an 
advisor to Chechen President 
Aslan Maskhadov said on 
Chechen television Saturday 
that he believed that the kid- 
napping was carried out by 
the forces of renegade war- 
lord Salman Raduyev, but 
offered no evidence. 

Raisa Zhafarova, a spokes- 
woman for Raduyev’s so- 
called “army,” said Sunday 
the accusation was ground- 
less, ITAR-TASS repotted 

"It is the Russian secret ser- 
vices themselves which try to 
inflame the situation in the 
region by any means and are 
executors of the abduction.” 
she said 

Kidnappings, mostly for 
ransom, have been wide- 
spread in and around 
Chechenya since the 
Chechens' 1994-96 war for 
independence from Moscow. 

However, no one has 
claimed responsibility for 
Shpigun's kidnapping, and no 
demands have been made. 
ITAR-TASS said 



Thousands of Indonesian Muslims march through the streets of Jakarta to protest 
against the military's failure to end Christian-Muslim fighting in the far-eastern 
island of Ambon. More than 200 people have died in the past two months in commu- 
nal violence in and around Ambon (Reuters photo) 


Bosnian Serb deputies 
to boycott state parliament 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia (R) 
— Hardline and moderate 
Bosnian Serb deputies said 
Sunday they would suspend 
their participation in the 
country’s slate parliament 
over a ruling not to award a 
disputed town to their Serb 
republic. 

They announced their 
move as the Bosnian Serb 
parliament prepared to hold 
an emergency session to 
discuss the decision on the 
nonhem town of Brcko as 
well as the dismissal from 
office of the entity's hard- 
line president by a Western 
peace envoy. 

Bosnian Serb hardliners 
have reacted angrily to both 
moves. which were 
announced Friday. 

Bosnian Serbs see the 
town on the border with 
Croatia as a lifeline linking 
the eastern and western 
parts of their territory and 
say the decision to remove 
it from their control in 
effect divides the Serb 
republic into two parts. 

The town’s fate was left 
unresolved in the Dayton 
peace agreement, which 
ended the 1992-95 war by 
dividing Bosnia into a Serb 
republic and a Muslim- 
Croat federation. It has 
until now been in Serb ter- 
ritory but under internation- 
al supervision. 

Western-leaning politi- 


cians also expressed deep 
disappointment over the 
decision by an international 
arbiter to turn the town of 
Brcko into a self-governing 
neutral district. 

Mirko Banjac. a member 
of the ultra-nationalist Serb 
Democratic Party (SDS), 
told a news conference the 
11 Serb deputies would 
"freeze" their status as par- 
liamentarians pending fur- 
ther discussions by the Serb 
republic's parliament. 

He and other deputies 
called for Serb unity. 

Political turmoil intensi- 
fied Saturday when the 
Serb chairman of Bosnia's 
collective presidency said 
he would suspend his par- 
ticipation in the top state 
body over the Brcko out- 
come. 

Zivko Radisic, whose 
Socialist Party is a member 
of the Western-leaning 
Sloga coalition, said it 
posed a threat to both the 
Dayton agreement and to 
the Serb republic. 

His move came after Lhe 
Bosnian Serb Republic’s 
moderate prime minister, 
Milorad Dodik, said Friday 
he would resign because of 
the decision on Brcko. 

Moderate Serb leaders, 
who say they have worked 
hard to push the peace 
process forward despite 
hardline obstructionism. 


feel the international com- 
munity has let them down. 

"1 think it is fair to say 
that there is not a single 
Serb politician who likes 
the Brcko decision," said 
one Western diplomat. 

Thousands of hardliners 
held angry demonstrations 
against both Western moves 
in eastern Bosnia Saturday, 
burning and demolishing 
United Nations vehicles in 
the town of Zvoraik. 

Friday night, there were 
two bomb attacks against 
U.N. premises and vehicles 
in northwestern Bosnia, 
wounding a 12-year-old 
boy, the Bosnian Serb 
SRNA news agency said. 

A local radical party 
politician who was shot 
dead by a soldier of the 
NATO-led peacekeeping 
force Friday evening was 
due to be buried in the town 
of Bijeljina Sunday. 

The NATO Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR.) said the U.S. 
soldier opened fire in self- 
defence after he was 
attacked. It said the situa- 
tion was now calm through- 
out the Serb Republic. 

Yugoslavia, patron of the 
Bosnian Serbs during the 
1992-1995 war, also con- 
demned the decision to turn 
the Sava River port of 
Brcko into a neutral district 
and called for it to be 
revised. 


Estonian vote begins, centre 
coalition seen winner 
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H. Kong group calls for 
* new justice secretary 


HONG KONG (R) — The 
Hong Kong human rights 
monitor said Sunday it no 
longer had confidence in the 
ability of secretary for justice 
Elsie Leung to tackle sensitive 
questions surrounding the ter- 
ritory ’sjudicial independence. 

“We don’t believe she is die 
right person to do this job," 
sard Paul Harris, a founding 
member of the local indepen- 
dent rights watchdog. 

“We are left with no alterna- 
tive, because there are just too 
many things that have gone 
wrong,” Harris said. ■‘They're 
0 all things that concern Hong 
Kong's relationship with 
mainland China and the con- 
tinuation of Hong Kong's 
separate legal system carrying 
on as before die transfer of 
severe ignty.” 

China took over the capital- 
ist British colony in 1997 with 
the promise of considerable 
autonomy and an independent 
judiciary outlined in a mini- 
constitution known as the 
Basic Law. 

But a string of legal run-ins 
with China have dogged the 
territory since the handover 
and called into question the 
abilities of Leung, a family 
% law specialist, who heads the 
department of justice. 

Hams said a senior lawyer 
with a strong background in 
constitutional law would be 
more suited to tackle the com- 
plex legal maze and advise 


Hong Kong chief executive 
Tung Chee-Hwa on legal pol- 
icy. 

The statement adds to a 
growing chorus of criticism of 
Leung. 

On March 10, the territory's 
legislative council will hold 
an unprecedented debate over 
whether it has confidence in 
Leung. 

The Human Rights Monitor 
cited a number of reasons, 
including Leung's decision 
not to prosecute China’s pow- 
erful Xinhua news agency for 
refusing to reveal personal 
data on a local Hong Kong 
politician under Hong Kong 
law. 

"In some circumstances 
political pressure plays a part, 
but we think that a competent 
secretary of justice could 
withstand the political pres- 
sure" Harris said. 

In the most recent case. 
Leung stirred debate when 
she made private approaches 
to the chief justice regarding a 
controversial judgment on an 
immigration ruling. 

Human Rights Monitor said 
that if anyone, she should 
have approached the registrar 
of the court. 

“7t is a basic principle of 
Hong Kong law that justice 
must not only be done bur 
must also clearly be seen to be 
done." Human Rights 
Monitor said in its statement. 


6 killed, 200 injured in 
Bangladesh bomb blasts 


f\KA (R) — Six people were killed and more than 200 
red when two bombs exploded at a cultural show in 
gladesh's western Jessore district Sunday, officials and wir- 
es said. 

ic bombs exploded at around 1:30 ami. ( 1S30 GMT) when 
i sands of people were waiching an open-air show, witnesses 
. Police said they had made a number of arrests and suspect- 
olitical or relieious extremists of being behind the blasts, 
he bombs were apparently planted before the show started 
went off suddenlv leaving tw r o craters in the ground, 
ore police officer Mohammad Mazhar told Reuters by lele- 

in investigation is continuing.’ he said, adding that Home 
ister Rafiqul Islam visited the scene Sunday. Three of the 
i were show performers, local journalist Shamsur Rahman 

iome people died on the spot while others succumbed to 
nes in the hospital." said Abdul Majid, a senior official at 

ritia!J?w^hought the number of people hurt to be around 
but now it appears that more than 200 people have been 
red." Rahman said. Many were injured during a stampede as 
c-stricken people ran for cover, witnesses said. 

; the dead and injured lav scattered all over the place the sur- 
w started ronning for their life, causing a stampede," 
man said 


Thousands of Muslims 
protest Ambon bloodshed 


JAKARTA iRi — More 
than 100.000 Muslims 
marched through the streets 
of the Indonesian capital 
Sunday to protest against 
the military's failure to 
quell Christian-Muslim 
bloodshed that has killed 
more than 200. 

Forming a column about 
two km long, they chanted 
"Allahu Akbar!” (Allah is 
great) and "Jihad! Jihad!" 
(holy war) as they walked 
20 km from a smaller 
mosque to the historic A1 
Azhar Mosque in south 
Jakarta. 

The protesters dispersed 
peacefully after reaching AI 
Azhar. 

Security was low key. 
with only a few dozen 
police and troops. 

There were no reports of 
trouble. 

Sunday's rally was the 
largest in a series of Muslim 


protests over communal 
fighting in the far eastern 
island of Ambon, about 
2,300 km east of Jakarta. 
More than 200 people have 
been killed in Ambon and 
neighbouring islands in two 
months. 

Some Muslim groups are 
calling for a holy war 
against Christians, who they 
accuse of running a vendet- 
ta against Muslims in the 
world’s largest Muslim 
country. 

Hundreds of Muslim 
youths have signed up for a 
plan to send~Mus!ims to 
AmbOn to help defend their 
brethren and mosques. 

Friday, thousands of 
Muslims protested against 
the Ambon violence in two 
separate rallies in the capi- 
tal. 

Earlier Sunday, 

Indonesia’s military sent a 
special team of senior offi- 


cers to the battered island to 
help restore peace. 

Armed forces (ABRD 
chief General WiranLo said 
he had ordered the team to 
take tough action to halt the 
bloodshed, largely between 
Ambonese Christians and 
Muslims who have moved 
to Ambon from elsewhere 
in the vast archipelago. 

ABRI has been unable to 
quell the violence, despite 
rushing thousands of extra 
troops to Ambon. 

Indonesia has been racked 
by waves of violence over 
the past year as ethnic, reli- 
gious and social tensions 
boil over, fuelled by rising 
poverty amid the worst eco- 
nomic and political crisis in 
three decades. 

Analysts have warned that 
tensions are expected to rise 
in the run-up to the parlia- 
mentary election slated for 
June 7. 


Ruling party says it will win 
only 40 per cent of vote at 
Indonesian elections 


JAKARTA (AP) — The 
leader of Indonesia's ruling 
Golkar Party predicted 
Sunday that it would only 
be able to win 40 per cent of 
the vote at a general elec- 
tion slated for June 7. 

However, Golkar chair- 
man Akbar Tanjung told the 
Associated Press that this 
would be sufficient for it to 
maintain its position as the 
biggest party in Indonesia's 
parliament. 

“Forty per cent is good 
enough." Akbar said after 
he addressed an estimated 
100.000 cheering support- 
ers at Jakarta's main sports 
stadium. 

Most of the crowd wore 
yellow, the party's tradition- 
al colour. 

Buses, trucks and cars 
used by the supporters 
clogged streets surrounding 
the sradium. 

Hundreds of riot police 
and troops were on hand. 
But there were no reports of 
trouble. 

Violence has flared in sev- 
eral places around 
Indonesia in recent times as 


the nation grapples with its 
worst economic crisis in 30 
years along with rapid polit- 
ical change. 

The June 7 election is 
expected to be the most 
democratic and open ballot 
to be held since 1955 and 
was called following last 
May’s resignation of auto- 
cratic President Suharto 
amid riots and protests. 

Under Suharto. Golkar 
dominated Indonesia’s 
tightly-controlled political 
landscape and helped prop 
up his authoritarian regime, 
which is now accused of 
corruption and human 
rights abuses. 

At the previous election in 
1997, it won more than 70 
per cent of the vote that was 
split among only three offi- 
cially recognised parties. 

Suharto's successor 
President BJ. Habibie has 
instituted wide-ranging 
democratic reforms. Under 
these. 48 parties have been 
permitted to contest the 
June 7 poll. 

Many analysts say the big 
number of parties will mean 


that the overall vote will be 
fractured and that a coali- 
tion government will have 
to be formed in the 500- 
member parliament 

Since taking over the 
reigns of Golkar last year, 
Akbar, who is a close 
Habibie aide, has tried hard 
to sever the party’s links 
with Suharto and to reinvent 
its image. 

In his speech, Tanjung 
said the part)' would be 
more democratic and 
responsive to the people's 
needs. 

“The new Golkar will 
work harder to fight for the 
people's aspirations and the 
development of human 
rights,” he said. 

After the poll is held, 
members of the parliament 
will join 500 government 
officials and appointees to 
form a special assembly that 
will select a new head of 
slate before the end of the 
year. 

Akbar said Habibie is one 
of several possible candi- 
dates who might he nomi- 
nated by Golkar. 


TALLINN (R) — 

Estonians began voting 
Sunday in a general elec- 
tion expected to produce a 
centrist coalition which 
will lead the country to 
European Union member- 
ship and try to reignite a 
stalled economy. 

Polls opened at 9 a.ra. 
(0700 GMT) in windy, 
overcast weather, and 
close at 8 p.m. (1800 
GMT). Turnout is expect- 
ed to be around 70 per 
cent, about the same as in 
the last election in March 
1995. 

Opinion polls point to no 
clear winner and say Mart 
Siiraann, the fifth prime 
minister in five years, has 
little chance of retaining 
office because his patty 
has slipped below the five 
per cent level needed to 
gain seats in parliament. 

The 865.000 eligible 
voters are faced with a 
dizzying field — 12 par- 
ties and 1,885 candidates, 
□early 19 for each of the 
101 parliamentaiy seats. 

“I don't expect we will 
know a solution until late 
in the evening," Siiraann 
told Reuters as he cast his 
ballot in the town of 
Kostivere, some 20 km 
east of Tallinn. 

Nearly a third of the 
electorate was still unde- 
cided in the closing days 


of the campaign, and most 
analysts and politicians 
predict a centrist coalition 
will emerge, committed to 
joining the EU and NATO 
and to further economic 
reform. 

Leading in the polls is 
the centre party of contro- 
versial former Prime 
Minister Edgar Savisaar 
on 17 per cent But with a 
past mired in scandal and 
few friends outside the 
party, he is not expected to 
find enough support to 
lead a government 

Instead, three centre- 
right parties — Reform, 
the moderates and Pro 
Patria Union — that have 
said they will form an 
alliance after the vote are 
expected to be in a strong 
position to form a govern- 
ment. 

Whoever does form the 
next cabinet will have to 
tackle the problems of a 
stalled economy and nego- 
tiate the Baltic nation's 
entry to the European 
Union. 

“Whatever the results... 
we will stick to our two 
foreign policy priorities 
which are rapid accession 
to the EU and the 
Partnership for Peace with 
NATO, and there is very 
broad consensus among 
the political parties," 
President Lennart Men 


told journalists before the 
vote. 

Estonia is one of post- 
Communist Europe’s lead- 
ing political and economic 
reformers, though the 
economy slowed sharply 
in 1998 under the weight 
of the Russian crisis. 

Estonia’s reward was .its 
inclusion in a group of 
countries invited by the 
European Union late last 
year to begin detailed 
membership negotiations 
with the 15-nation bloc. 
The next administration 
will most likely lead the 
country into the EU. 

The country has firm 
NATO aspirations too, but 
admittance to the Western 
military alliance has been 
bogged down in protests 
from Russia and a slowing 
in the pace of enlarge- 
ment. 

Men said a new govern- 
ment must try to warm up 
relations with Moscow. 
Russian speakers, com- 
prising about one fifth of 
Estonia’s electorate, may 
get a chance to play king- 
makers in post-election 
coalition talks. 

But if the Estonian 
United People's Party and 
the Russian party split the 
Russian speakers’ votes 
between them, they may 
both be left out of the next 
parliament, analysts say. 


Singapore opposition 
accuse prison authorities 
of unfair treatment 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Two Singapore opposition 
leaders just released from 
prison accused prison 
authorities of unfair treat- 
ment while serving their 
12-day sentences. 

Chee Soon Juan, secre- 
tary-general of the 
Singapore Democratic 
Party (SDP), and assistant 
secretary-general Wong 
Hong Toy were convicted 
of holding an illegal rally 
in the city centre on Jan. 5 
and were released 
Saturday. 

Chee, 36, who was also 
jailed earlier last month 
on a similar charge, said 
he had only been allowed 
to meet with Wong and 
their counsel once, last 
Tuesday, during their stay 
in prison to discuss legal 
matters. 

Wong, 62, said two days 
after the Tuesday meeting. 


he was called into a very 
cold room and questioned 
for half an hour on the 
meeting. 

"I was very lunfairiy) 
treated," Wong told 
reporters at a news brief- 
ing. 

“I say that is torture. 
You can’t have double 
punishment ... the prison 
punishes me again and 
that is very unfair.” 

But he said a prison 
superintendent explained 
the cold room was “nor- 
mal for everybody if they 
want to take a statement 
from them." 

Chee said he was unsure 
why they took his col- 
league for questioning fol- 
lowing the meeting with 
the counsel. 

The two leaders met 
Sunday with a Malaysian 
delegation led by Tian 
Chua of the Coalition for 


People’s Democracy, 
which comprises repre- 
sentatives of 25 political 
parties and non-govern- 
mental organisations. 

Tian Chua said the 
meeting was “very fruit- 
ful” and its purpose was to 
“express solidarity” with 
their counterparts in 
Singapore. 

The SDP leaders 
Saturday vowed to step up 
their campaign for democ- 
ratic reforms. 

The conviction of Chee, 
who was fined 2,500 
Singapore dollars, and 
Wong, fined 2,400 dollars, 
barred them from running 
for parliament for five 
years. 

Under the constitution, 
any person fined 2,000 
dollars or more, or impris- 
oned for a year or more is 
barred from polls for five 
years. 
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Moving to insure all 

IT IS axiomatic that the right to life as called 
for by binding international Human rights 
treaties cannot be enjoyed and protected 
without a full and comprehensive health 
insurance programme for all Jordanians. In 
more advanced countries, a two-tier system of 
health insurance, one for the rich and one for 
the poor, is increasingly rejected as discrimi- 
natory. Equal treatment of people, it is sug- 
gested, also means equal access to medical 
treatment To have access to medical care and 
medicine is basic, and all Jordanians should 
be entitled to health care in an equal manner 
irrespective of their social or economic status. 

Admittedly such a goal is too costly to apply 
in one giant step. State-run hospitals can ill 
afford to offer treatments to all citizens. That 
is why there will be a need for private medical 
institutions to complement governmental ser- 
vices just as there is a continuing need for pri- 
vate schools and universities to cope with the 
increasing number of students at all levels. 
But despite these realities and constraints, 
there can be no doubt in our minds that mak- 
ing medical insurance available to all 
Jordanians, especially those who can ill afford 
private hospitals or physicians, must remain 
our national ultimate objective. 

The government is reluctant to pick up the 
tab for a comprehensive health insurance 
plan, considering its heavy budget deficit. 

But it is also true that there are priorities in 
state expenditures, and some expenses are 
simply more urgent e.g., medical expenses for 
the poor. There should come a time when we 
need to emulate other countries with 
advanced systems of medical insurance. We 
can draw on the experiences of such countries 
as we proceed to perfect and extend our own 
system of comprehensive medical insurance 
system. Naturally, we have to wait till our 
country’s economy is strengthened, but we 
should now formulate a clear vision for the 
future. Thus, His Majesty King Abdullah’s 
call on the new government to start working 
on an operational, comprehensive, national 
health insurance scheme. < 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said when a minister defends his poli- 
cies and decisions by claiming that they are pursued in line with 
Royal directives, it means that the official does not want to take 
responsibility. When a government wants the King to support a 
certain decision in order to help implement it, it means that the 
government wauls to be ruled by tbe King, although the 
Constitution stipulates that the King practises his authority 
through his ministers, added Fanek. Taking decisions and 
drawing policies might be right or wrong. Mistakes can be cor- 
rected, but if some parties make “deadly" errors, they must 
leave and give a chance to others who might help save the sit- 
uation. said the writer. Thus, in accordance with the 
Constitution, he added, a government must be held accountable 
when it makes mistakes. Although the Letter of Designation 
listed 20 points about the country's policies and directives, it 
does not minimise the responsibilities of the government, 
which accepted the designation and committed itself before the 
King and public opinion, said Fanek. The government’s suc- 
cess or failure depends on how it implements the Letter of 
Designation's objectives, be stated. 

AI Dustour's Oreib Rintawi analysed the tendencies of Prime 
Minister Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh and Chief of the Royal 
Court Abdul Karim Kabariti. Both ate known fra strong points 
of view and perhaps represent two schools in Jordan's political 
life, said Rintawi. Choosing the two has different policy 
"colours.” Rawabdeh, fra example, is a “graduate” from the 
Parliamentary school, recently one of the pioneers of political 
panics and has experience with different political powers and 
in public activities, added Rintawi Rawabdeh’s new position 
will enable him to responsibly continue national dialogue, 
especially that he is aware of tbe "minute" details of internal 
files, said the writer. Kabariti is the man who is connected to die 
“white revolution," a supporter of the media and freedom of 
expression, a man of demmey. His regional position enables 
him to represent a wide range in society. Rawabdeh is expected 
to leave his fingerprints on policies and administration, while 
Kabariti came to power and filled an era with his ideas, accord- 
ing to Rintawi. Although it still too early to speculate how 
things will be managed in the coming stage, it seems dial the 
Kingdom's policy will see positive changes, said Rintawi. 


Water and the Arabs 


MORE AND more the scarcity 
of water is becoming a pressing 
problem for all the Arab coun- 
tries. The challenge it poses 
grows stronger every year: It Is 
expected that the average for the 
region will reach 667 cubic 
metres per person in the year 
2025 — one seventh of the glob- 
al average. But we do not have to 
wait for 2025, currently of the 
eighteen countries of the region, 
only seven have over 1000 cubic 
metres of water per person per 
year. 

Renewable water resources in 
the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region total 350 million 
cubic ton or 1436 cubic meter 
per person and come from a lim- 
ited variety of sources. Thirty- 
five per cent of renewable water 
resources come from rivers that 
lie outside the region and are 


hard to manage or control as 
water levels fluctuate sporadical- 
ly. Many of the countries 
(Algeria, Saudi Arabia, The 
Arabian Gulf, Jordan, and 
Yemen) depend on ground water. 
However, this is expected to run 
out in a few years. As for the 
demand for water, over 80 per 
cent of water goes to the agricul- 
ture sector, even though the basic 
water demand of the citizenry in 
many of the countries of the 
MENA will be difficult to meet 
by the year 2025. 

Moreover, there are many 
regional problems involving 
water sharing and distribution 
with many imbalances that have 
been at the heart of several 
regional conflicts. For example, 
while the areas under the control 
of the PNA consume only 
200,000 cubic metres per annum. 


Israel consumes 1.6 million 
cubic metres per year and 
behaves as if there is no water 
shortage in the area — 70 per 
cent of its water is wasted on 
agriculture, which represents 
less than 1 per cent of its GDP. 

There are many issues that 
need to be addressed by the Arab 
countries and there are important 
questions that should have been 
answered already. Will the water 
shortage become a problem of 
the past? Or will the lack of 
water become the problem of the 
future? Will regional problems 
be settled through planning and 
research or through wars and 
conflict? History, as the region 
has proven, often repeats itself. 
And questions whose solutions 
are not attempted now will still 
have to be answered in the 
future. 


Economic Review 



Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


One thing is certain, however. 
Arab countries have to cooperate 
in the area of water desalination 
to try to improve on the process 
to make it cost effective and to 
come up with methods that 
would make desalination nation- 
ally viable. (.Almost 60 per cent 


of ail water desalination is con- 
ducted in the region, particularly 
in the Gulf.) If need be, maybe 
Arabs should emulate the 
aggressive drive of Israel to 
become the major source of 
inexpensive desalinated water in 
the region. The Israeli water 
commissioner recently stated 
that Israel has plans to set up 
water desalination plants by the 
year 2008 with an estimated pro- 
duction capacity of 100 million 
cubic metres per year. 

Desalination will be the only 
viable option in the near future. 

It is also the most expensive 
option. Therefore, Arab coun- § 
tries must unite their efforts to 
either lower the cost or increase 
the income ot their citizenry’ so 
they can afford the water. Both 
options require planning, effort 
and time. 



It’s dead wrong 


.:n; 



By Simon Jenkins 

THIS WEEK, a group of non-Europeans 
killed a group of Britons in a most brutal 
fashion. The story is still being given sen- 
sational coverage in the British media. 

Meanwhile, a group of Britons have 
been killing non-Europeans in a most bru- 
tal fashion. That story has been ignored. 

The killing of four Britons in Uganda, 
allegedly because of Britain's support for 
the Tutsi regime in Rwanda, was ghastly 
and tragic. Travellers to turbulent parts of 
the world take a risk. British visitors have 
been killed in Yemen, in Chechnya and in 
South-East Asia. None received two, 
three, four pages of gruesome coverage, 
day after day. Rwanda and its borderland 
is the site of Africa's Cambodia, a blood- 
bath not yet oven The genocide is ignored 
by British and American interventionists 
largely because Macks are lolling blacks, 
and doing so far from cameras and aircraft 
carriers. 

It is hard not to conclude that the atten- 
tion gwen to tins tragedy was because 
blacks killed whites, and with gruesome 
weapons, thus conforming to the stereo- 
type of “barbaric" Africa. 

Now for the ‘unimportant’ killing. 
Britain is currently conducting a bombing 
campaign against Iraq in support of the 
War of Clinton’s frustration. In 
December, British and American forces 
unleashed a rain of tenor on Baghdad 
with the macho title of Desert Fox. This 
was a 72-hour burst of bombs and mis- 
siles, whose objectives were obscure. 
They were variously to “teach Saddam a 
lesson," to “disarm him from the air," to 
restore weapons inspections and possibly 
to yield a coup. Afterwards. Tony Blau 
boasted “we have put Saddam back firm- 
ly in his cage and secured it” Washington 
agreed ^justification for Desert Fox was 
no achieve what United Nations inspectors 
had failed to achieve: to neutralise 
President Saddam Hussein’s offensive 
weapons. This had been done. 

In which case what was the point of 
continuing with sanctions after 
December? The answer is that there was a 
wider war aim. Within weeks, the bomb- 
ing resumed. In the past two months, 
more bombs have fallen on Iraq than dur- 
ing Desert Fox. A wider list of targets has 
included vaguely defined “command and 
control" sites. Even assuming a pilot 
knows what he is aiming at, he cannot be 
sure of hitting it The Pentagon recently 
confirmed that only half of Desert Fox's 
34 air defence targets were hit. 

The UN. staff in Baghdad are now 
auditing civilian casualties from some 80 
recent Anglo-American raids. In the past 
two months, they confirmed 17 dead, 
including a woman and five children, in a 
housing estate in Basra, an outrage that 
would have stunned the British media had 
it been an Iraqi bomb in a British housing 
estate. They have confirmed five women 
and five children killed in Abu Khasib, six 
Chilians killed in Najaf, and five civilians 


killed in “southern Iraq" on Rbruary 15. 
There have been affirmations that hun- 
dreds more have been maimed and 
wounded and thousands driven from their 
homes. 

The means of their death is no less '“bar- 
baric" than was used in Uganda Blast and 
fragmentation weapons are designed to 
attack the body with shrapnel pellets, like 
hundreds of stab wounds. They turn build- 
ings either into infernos or into concrete 
missiles or into live-burial tombs. The 
deaths may not look ghastly from a pilot's 
cockpit, or from a targeting computer, or 
on the follow-up video, or even from 
Downing Street But these weapons are 
the cruellest harbingers of death. The 
endgame of the roost sophisticated tech- 
nology is not a clean bullet in the head, but 
a medieval killing, the mutilating, shatter- 
ing and crushing of the human body. Of 
course ministers will say that civilian 
casualties are mistakes. I am sure some 
Hutu commander regards the killing of 
British tourists in Uganda as a mistake. 
His gangsters were out for Tutsis and hit 
the wrong camp, like a Tomahawk gone 
haywire. But British ministers are not 
crazed Hutus. They are acting within rules 
of engagement that should pass muster in 
a civilised democracy. At present, they do 
not pass muster. This war has not even 
been put before the House of Commons. 
The reason is that it cannot be defended 
there, even before a Commons which 
these days has all the independence of a 
Baghdad military parade. 

This week the poor Defence Secretary, 
George Robertson, was pushed forward to 
parrot the old Vietnam War phrases. 

The targets, he explained, were being 
“degraded” by British pilots “in self- 
defence” while flying “humanitarian mis- 
sions” intended “to protect the Iraqi peo- 
ple." I had a flashback to General 
Westmoreland in Saigon, explaining why 
you must bomb a village to save it 
Meanwhile, Robertson and his friends rids 
week bombed die Iraq -Turkey oil pipeline 
at Ceyhan, the conduit for oH-for-food 
that is the one shred of humartitarianjsm 
left in this affair. We let Iraq sell oil for 
children's food, then bomb the oQ. To hell 
with the ethics. 

This is lunacy. 

I am no pacifist In my time I have visit- 
ed some horrific, and justified, wars. But 
this campaign is indefensible. The “offi- 
cial" objective is quite different from 
December's Desert Fox. which was to 
punish the Iraqi President and destroy his 
chemical and biological weapons. This 
campaign is allegedly to protect the “no- 
fly" zones in the north and south of the 
country. But Saddam is not threatening 
them. He is merely using his. supposedly 
degraded, airforce to “cheat and retreat’ 
to entice the British and American planes 
into bombing attacks that he hopes util] 
win him Arab and Eastern bloc support 
His tactic appears to be working. 

We are now told privately that the real 
reason far the war is different again. It is 


We let Iraq sell oil 
for children’s food, 
then bomb the oil. To 
hell with the ethics. 
This is lunacy 

to go on pounding Iraq with bombs, any 
old where, until they do what bombers 
have never done before: bring about the 
downfall of a regime. Tins reason cannot 
be declared because it is illegal. For better 
or worse, overthrowing the leader of a 
sovereign state by force runs counter to 
both the UN. Charter and international 
law. So what we have here is, in reality’, a 
private war against Iraq that neither 
London nor Washington can avow. The 
nearest parallels axe die operations by 
Presidents Nixon and Reagan against hos- 
tile governments in Chile, Nicaragua, 
Lebanon and Panama Mostly they used 
mercenaries. Britain is using tie RAF. 

In which case, cries a modem 
Palmerston, at least let it work. But how? 
This is a war without any plan, any tactic, 
any strategy or any foreseeable victory. It 
is mere bombing. 

Toppling Saddam Hussein would plain- 
ly require a ground assault Britain has 
neither the wiD nor the guts for that If 
Anglo-American forces invaded, against 
the opposition of half the world, they 
would have to fight and to stay. As in 
Bosnia and presumably in Kosovo, they 
would have to take responsibility for the 
aftermath. They would reed to be proper 
policemen, rather than the present hit-and- 
run vendetta squad. 

The British government lacks the 
courage of its convictions in this venture. 
It is pursuing low-cost, low-risk machis- 
mo. 

It is doing something relatively easy, but 
obscenely crueL to avoid having to do 
something hard but sensible. This would 
be to admit that a decade of anti-Saddam 
strategy has failed and sanctions should 
aid. Bombing and sanctions have merely 
entrenched him, and worsened the impov- 
erishment of his people. British ministers 
keep saying they have no quarrel with the 
Iraqi people, only with Saddam. Not so. 

There are two quarrels. One is with 
Saddam, which he is winning. The other 
is with the Iraqi people, which they are 
losing. They are die ones Britain is bomb- 
ing. 

The present British Cabinet and 
Parliamentary Labour Party are largely 
composed of one-time anti-war protesters. 
A general once told me that whenever he 
saw ban-the-borabers on the march his 
instinct was to run for cover. He was right. 

But I never thought the marchers would 
end up dropping tiie bombs. 


Letters to the editor 

Unlimited Internet access 
— if you can spare an hour 

I AM writing this letter after spending yet anoth- 
er hour today trying to log on to the Internet in a 
failed attempt to retrieve my e-mail. I am sure that 
many of your readers have similar experiences 
when trying to get on the information super-high- 
way via the ‘country lanes* provided by our local 
Internet providers. Despite the fact that those 
companies are providing a poor service to their 
trapped customers, who signed (stupidly) long 
contracts with the promise of “unlimited" access, 
they are sparing no effort in advertising for more 
clients to join the queues for their "unlimited” 
services. I guess, for their accountants, it makes 
perfect financial sense — get more clients and let 
them join the queue — and once they sign and pay 
and get an e-mail address it’s very’ difficult to go 
somewhere else. 

I sincerely think that there should be a regulato- 
ry body, even, may I dare to suggest, with some 
government involvement, to regulate such busi- 
nesses to make sure that those companies are pro- 
viding an adequate service to their clients. 
Especially in this day and age where the Internet 
has become an integral part of one's life. 

Now, I have to go back and try to retrieve my e- 
raail, 

Amjad Tadros 
atadros @ trapped, com.jo 
(Or, more reliably. PO Box 5047) 

Amman 


The Kosovo bias 

I HAVE been reading with great interest the editor’s 
choice articles on Albanian terrorist activities in 
Yugoslavia, which are written on a weekly basis in a 
very biased way. 

I am not writing as a nationalist, because I was 
born in a part of Yugoslavia where nationalism is 
unknown — Vojvodina where around 20 national 
groups live together for centuries. My ancestors are 
of Serb, German and Hungarian origins, and I lived 
happily all my life listening to strange languages. 
My opinion is that the editor never read the history 
of the Balkans. 

After World War II, Albania established a very 
harsh communist rule under dictator Enver Hoxha. 
who ruled for 40 years. During this period, the exo- 
dus of Albanian people took place. They all found a 
safe haven in Yugoslavia across the border, and were 
welcomed in the Kosovo region. Under Tito’s rule 
they established schools, universities, radio and TV 
stations, publishing etc. in their own language, 
which they still have. Now they want to have their 
own government? Actually they have their own state 
in Albania, and are more fortunare than the Kurdish 
people in Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria who number 
20 million! Also, Albanians are 1/3 Catholics (like 
Mother Teresa) so there is no religious war 

J*' Ko ?? vo region is a centu ries old Serb centre 
full of old monasteries and churches built by old. 
Southern Slavs. I recommend editors to visit the 
region, to see for themselves how many Albanian 
families have lost members because of Albanian ter- 
rorists; families who don’t want to separate from the 
Belgrade government. You also forget that the 
Yugoslav government signed every point of 
Ramboulhet agreement in France, unlike 

A ti a ; d J he ta / ks . f ^led because of that. 
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Letter of condolence 


Brian Danner 
U.S. 
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Umm Qais plateau survey documents 
strategic area’s ancient uses 


VISITORS AND scholars have Ion* 
enjoyed the antiquities of Umm Qais 
(Roman Gadara), but the ancient city's vast 
highland plateau to the west has been out 
of bounds to scholars and tourists because 
of the area’s military designation since the 
middle of this century. This situation has 
changed since the JoVdan-Jsrael peace 
agreement of 1994 made the plateau more 
easily accessible, as some of the army 
installations were moved elsewhere. In 
late 1998, a German-led team of archaeol- 
ogists started an intensive survey of the 
Umm Qais plateau, and their initial five- 
week season has identified ancient roads 
and quarries, Roman period milestones, 
fortified farmsteads, a significant Early 
Bronze Age IV cemetery, and impressive 
wine presses suggesting industrial scale 
wine-making in the Roman-Byzantine peri- 
od. 

The survey project is directed by Nadine 
Riedl, assistant director of the German 
Protestant Institute of Archaeology Amman 
office, who has conducted this work on 
behalf of the German Archaeological Insti- 
tute (Berlin, Germany). 

The team launched the survey in October 
1998 with several primary goals in mind: to 
determine the plateau's pre-Hellenistic his- 
tory < very little earlier than the Hellenistic 
era has been found inside Umm Qais 
itself), to study more intensively the histo- 
ry of land use in the chora (or city territo- 
ry ) of Gadara, and to better understand the 
relationship between the city and its hinter- 
land. 

The suiyey area comprises the Ard al- 
’Ala, a triangular plateau measuring some 
six square kilometres, located immediately 
west of the ancient and modern towns; the 
plateau overlooks the Jordan Valley to the 
west and the Yarmouk River Valley to the 
north. The plateau previously had been 
only briefly examined and reported on in 
works published by the German scholars G. 

Schumacher (1890) and Siegfried 
Mittmann (1970). It clearly deserved fur- 
ther examination, Riedl said in a recent 
interview at Umm Qais. “because the 
plateau was of major importance in antiq- 
uity due to its favourable climatic and 
topographical conditions and its strategic 
location.” Textual evidence also indicated 
the area was widely used in ancient times. 

The Roman era writer Josephus, for 
example, mentioned that the area surround- 
ing Gadara contained villas, farmsteads 
and villages. So it was likely that a survey 
of the plateau would identify ancient 
remains — despite the major damage to 
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One of the several wine presses documented in the Umm Qais plateau 
survey (photo by Rami G. Khouri) 


ancient structures done by modem agricul- 
tural activities. 

Aiming to cover the area as thoroughly 
as possible, the eight-member survey team 
designated sample squares within existing 
agricultural fields, which were easy to 
locate on aerial photographs. They walked 
the entire area on foot, intensively sur- 
veyed randomly chosen fields, and collect- 
ed surface pottery from 37 of the total of 
116 fields. Architectural, quarrying, and 
other ancient remains on the surface were 
documented: farmers and residents in the 
area were also questioned for information 
about antiquity sites that may no longer 
exist, due to damage by agricultural, con- 
struction, and other activities in recent 
decades. 

The preliminary results of the 1998 sea- 
son identified two narrow roads along the 
northern and southern edges of the plateau, 
both built of basalt stones. 

Despite the presence of an adjacent 
Roman milestone, the southern road proved 
to be modern, probably from the British 
Mandate period, though it clearly re-used 
the path of an ancient road. A group of 
milestones was discovered alongside the 
nonhem road, about one Roman mile from 
the city, now incongruously located in the 
middle of agricultural fields. One of the 


inscriptions on the milestones indicates 
that the road was constructed (or probably 
repaired) during the reign of Caracalla 
(211-217 AD). Only a few building remains 
were identified, probably for two reasons: 
the agricultural nature of the area probably 
precluded many built structures on good 
arable land, and, most of -the ancient struc- 
tures’ stones have been cleared from the 
cultivated fields in recent centuries. 

One preserved structure is a large square 
tower overlooking the Wadi al-’Arab, 
which passes south of Gadara and the 
plateau. The structure probably dates from 
the Hellenistic period. Riedl explained, 
adding that “it possibly served as an out- 
post to secure the hinterland of Seleucid 
Gadara’' during the 2nd century BC. 

Another such building was similarly situ- 
ated in a commanding position along tbe 
north rim of the plateau, overlooking the 
Yarmouk River Valley and the acropolis of 
Gadara. This second building may have 
been a fortified farmstead, of a type that 
was common in the region in the Hellenis- 
tic and Roman periods, Riedl said. A field 
tower located on a low hill about three kilo- 
metres, from Gadara^seems to Jhav.e been 
used exclusively for agricultural purposes. 

AmongJhe most exciting finds of the sear, 
son were two large wine presses, located 


along the northern side of the plateau, near 
the ancient road and city. 

One press was built by partly re-using 
elements of a former Roman cemetery; 
graves were transformed into liquid col- 
lecting basins, and one tomb chamber was 
transformed into a store room. That wine 
press has been dated to the Late Roman or, 
more likely, to the Byzantine period. The 
basalt that was used for many buildings 
was quarried on the plateau itself, and 
traces of such basalt quarrying were found 
at several different places along the south- 
ern edge of the plateau. One large basalt 
quarry was identified on the western slope 
of the plateau, about three 
kilometres west of the city. 

Surface pottery collected 
there indicates the quarry 
was in use during the Roman 
and Byzantine periods. 

The only pre-Hellenistic 
remains found on the 
plateau was an Early Bronze 
Age IV cemetery on the 
western slopes, comprising 
over one hundred shaft 
tombs. 

Each tomb had a single 
chamber cut into the soft 
limestone bedrock. About 
300 metres away the team 
documented the site of Khir- 
bet et-Tabaq, with standing 
basalt walls from a Mam- 
luke or early Ottoman settle- 
ment. The pottery indicates 
the presence of an earlier 
settlement from the Hel- 
lenistic period, which can 
only be verified by excava- 
tions in future. Some pottery 
shards at Khirbet et-Tabaq 
are very similar to the pot- 
tery from the nearby Early 
Bronze Age cemetery, sug- 
gesting that the two sites 
were somehow related in 
antiquity. 

The survey team will con- 
tinue its fieldwork next year, 
focusing on the western 
slopes leading down from 
the plateau to the northern 
Jordan Valley. The project 
has been financed by the 
German Archaeological 
Institute, Berlin (DAI), with 
logistical ‘ sOppoft from the 
German Protestant Institute 
Amman office (DEI). Mem- 



bers of the survey team with Ms Riedl were 
Katrin Bastert-Lamprichs. Claudia Biihrig, 
Thorsten Bunk. Christian Hartl-Reiter. 
Nasser Hindawi. Elke Posselt. Isabelle 
Ruben, and Department of Antiquities rep- 
resentative Ruba Abu-Dalu. 



Nadine Riedl inspects an inscribed Roman mile- 
stone alongside the' northern ancient road on 
the Umm Qais plateau (photo by Rami G. 
Khouri) 
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Breaking the culture of silence 
on violence against women 

Statement by the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 


AS WE celebrate the International 
Women’s Day at the end of the 20th 
century we can take pride in the 
very remarkable progress that has 
been made to promote the advance- 
ment of women in many areas of 
their lives, including their repro- 
ductive health. At the dawn of this 
century, women had to fight in the 
streets to be allowed to vote or to 
use contraception. Women in posi- 
tions of power and decision-making 
were a rarity, and many educational 
institutions kept their doors firmly 
shut to women and girls. Today, 
'' however, all of these barriers have 
been broken, largely due to 
women’s own determination, singly 
and collectively. All over the world, 
woman are taking their rightful 
place in the world, contributing to 
wealth creation in the economy, 
staking their claim in the world of 
diplomacy and politics, and raising 
their voices at the community level. 


y are being heard and they are 
Ling difference that is improving 
quality' of the lives of their fam- 
i. communities and nations, 
n women’s lives and potential 
tinue to be endangered by vio- 
■e which is directed at them sim- 
because they are women. The 
osical function that ensures that 
efies survive, thrive and repro- 
e is the very same that makes 
nen the targets of violence. It is 
; that every' one of us. individu- 
and collectively, took a stand to 
licate violence against women 
ill its manifestations. We must 
ik the culture of silence on vio- 
e against women. We must pro- 
e zero tolerance of violence 
nst women everywhere, 
olence against women knows 
class, race, or age. It exists 
iss all socio-economic groups, 
it is a daily phenomenon in the 
> of women throughout the 
Id and throughout their life 
e Even before they are bom. 
, suffer from the consequences 
widely prevalent sociocultural 


disposition that favours boys over 
girls. In some countries, a strong 
preference for boys leads to the 
killing of girl children and selective 
abortion of female foetuses. Where 
resources are scarce, boys are often 
more likely to receive enough food, 
education or adequate medical care, 
which logically leads to poorer 
health in girls, and even to higher 
mortality rates on their part. 

However, violence is not limited 
to women’s early years in life. Ado- 
lescent girls are at high risk of 
physical and sexual abuse, and due 
to their powerless positions in soci- 
ety, they are in no position to pro- 
tect themselves. Female genital 
mutilation, which is mostly prac- 
tised on young girls, has devastat- 
ing effects on their reproductive and 
sexual health, as well as on their 
psychological well-being. Research 
studies are now beginning to docu- 
ment that in some instances. 40 to 
60 per cent of a girls’ first sexual 
contact is through coercion. A high 
proportion of pregnancies among 
adolescents is a consequence of 
coerced sexual contact. All over the 
world, adolescents are also the most 
likely to resort to unsafe abortion 
and to suffer maternal mortality and 
morbidity as a result. Today, we are 
also witnessing a significantly 
higher HIV/AIDS infection rate 
among girls than among boys in the 
15-24 age group. The reproductive 
and sexual health of these young 
women is at stake, and action needs 
to be taken to safeguard it. 

The most endemic form of vio- 
lence against women is domestic 
violence. The family, often thought 
to be a safe haven of love and sup- 
port for girls and women, is now 
increasingly a locus of violence. 
Women and giris are actually at the 
greatest risk of violence from mem- 
bers of their households, than from 
strangers. This reality must be 
understood and addressed. The pre- 
sent deterioration of many 
economies and situations of insta- 


bility and war, have increased 
women's vulnerability, especially 
regarding their reproductive and 
sexual health. Older women, espe- 
cially widows, are particularly vul- 
nerable because of their economic 
dependence on male relatives. 

Many forms of communally sanc- 
tioned violence against women, 
such as female genital mutilation or 
“honour” killings, are associated 
with the community’s or the fami- 
ly's demand for sexual chastity and 
virginity. Perpetrators of such vio- 
lent acts often receive light sen- 
tences or are excused because the 
defence of family honour is treated 
as a mitigating circumstance. Such 
attitudes must be eradicated and tbe 
violation of women’s reproductive 
rights thwarted. Women's and girls’ 
reproductive and sexual health 
should not depend on the percep- 
tions and feelings of those wielding 
authority over them, be they tbe 
state, the church, the community or 
the family, but must be guaranteed 
as a basic human right. 

Most of all, we must ensure that 
the voices of women who are vic- 
tims of violence are heard. They 
must be supported to speak out. 
They need to be supported to over- 
come the physical, emotional and 
psychological trauma that they live 
through. The United Nations Popu- 
lation Fund (UNFPA) is a strong 
partner of governments, the civil 
society, including NGOs, the pri- 
vate sector and all individuals who 
have committed themselves to erad- 
icate violence against women. 
Through all of our programmes in 
reproductive health, population and 
development strategies, and in 
advocacy, we have made it our con- 
cern to play our part to ensure that 
future generations will live in a 
world free of gender-based vio- 
lence. We invite each one of you to 
renew your commitments, and to let 
us all join hands to make the world 
a better place in the new Millenni- 
um. 


U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan’s message 
on International Women’s day 

Despite progress, dedication 
is still needed to eradicate 
gender discrimination 


TODAY, we celebrate the last 
International Women's Day of the 
20th century. It gives us an occa- 
sion to take stock of the progress 
made in the struggle for equal 
rights for women and for women’s 
full participation in the develop- 
ment process. It presents us with an 
obligation to face the road we have 
yet to travel. 

We can look with some pride at 
the remarkable achievements made 
so far. We entered a century where 
women had the right to vote in a 
mere handful of countries; we 
leave one where the vast majority 
of countries have universal suf- 
frage. We entered a century where 
women were practically excluded 
from decision-making; we leave 
one where the participation of 
women at senior levels of leader- 
ship. national and international, is 
no longer questioned. 

In many countries, provisions 
guaranteeing the enjoyment of 
human rights without discrimina- 
tion on the basis of sex have been 
included in Constitutions or inte- 
grated into legislative reforms. 
Discriminatory legal provisions 
have been repealed and legal litera- 
cy and other measures introduced 
to alert women to their rights and 
ensure their access to those rights. 
The world community has identi- 
fied violence against women in its 
various forms as a clear violation 
of women’s rights. Strong actions 
have been put in place, at_ the 
international, regional and national 
levels, to confront what should 
always have been considered 
unconscionable. 

Yet much remains to be done. As 
we stand on the threshold of the 
new Millennium, we are confront- 
ed by challenges both new and old. 
At the forefront is the impact on 


‘On this last 
International 
Women’s Day [this 
century]... Let us 
enter the new 
Millennium with 
the prospect of 
gender equality in 
sight for women 
everywhere’ 

women of globalisation, liberalisa- 
tion, economic restructuring and 
privatisation. Poverty among 
women — especially heads of 
households and older women — 
appears to be deepening. Women 
are over-represented among the 
unemployed and underemployed. If 
employed, they are more likely 
than men to be found in poorly 
paid, part-time employment or 
temporary and insecure jobs. 

Women continue to pay with their 
lives for inadequate provision of 
health care. Preventable diseases 
and unequal access to health care 
still affect women and girls, espe- 
cially those in the rural sector. To 
our shame, maternal and infant 
mortality remain high in several 
countries, both as a result of inade- 
quate ante-nataJ and maremiry 
care, and of limitations in family 
planning programmes. HIV infec- 


tion among women continues to 
increase, and countries still lack 
programmes targeted to HIV/ AIDS 
prevention and treatment among 
women and girls. 

Next year, five years will have 
passed since the Beijing Declara- 
tion and Platform for Action — the 
world’s first truly comprehensive 
plan in the areas of critical concern 
to women’s advancement. Let us 
recommit ourselves to its full 
implementation. The ideal of gen- 
der equality, to which we have so 
long aspired, is still far from a real- 
ity. High on our agenda must be the 1 
completion! of the structure of 
international legal protection. 1 
urge those governments that have 
not yet done so to ratify the United 
Nations Convention on the Elimi- ! 
nation of All Forms of Discrimina- I 
tiqn against Women. In December 
this year we will commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the adoption of 
the convention, which sets cut 
steps required to eliminate discrim- 1 
ination against women in all I 
spheres of life, including in the ! 
family. The completion of the legal 
framework for equality must be 
complemented by the creation of 
an enabling environment to secure 
de facto equality for women. 

On this last International 
Women's Day before the new Mil- 
lennium. ler us rededicate our- | 
selves to eliminating the diserimi- : 
nation and disadvantage to which ! 
women are still subjected — 
whether in the world of work, in 
access to health care services, in 
the provision of social services and 
social safety nets, in peace-build- 
ing and reconstruction or, perhaps I 
most importantly, in the home. Let 
us enter the new Millennium with 
the prospect of gender equality in 
sight for women everywhere. 
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Bahrain’s new emir inherits diverse 
economy but problems remain 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain's new emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Isa A1 Khalifa 
has inherited one of the 
Gulf region's most diver- 
sifed economies but one 
that still has many pressing 
problems to resolve. 

Despite a large banking 
and finance industry and a 
growing manufacturing 
sector, unemployment 
remains wonyingly high, 
particularly in rural areas, 
with unofficial figures 
averaging around the IS 
per cent mark. 

The population is grow- 
ing at about 3.5 per cent a 
year and job creation is 
now the main economic 
task facing this small Gulf; 
island state. 

Government spending, 
which bas traditionally led 
economic growth and 
diversification, has been 
pruned this year folio wing 
the collapse of global oil 
prices to record lows in 
recent months. 

Economic growth of 3.1 
per cent in 1 997 turned into 
negau've growth of 2.7 per 
cent last year, according to 
Western estimates. 

Gross domestic product 


MANILA (AFP) — Asian 
delegates to a business 
forum here threw their back- 
ing behind the region's mar- 
ket liberalisation commit- 
ments, but defended 
Malaysia’s imposition of 
currency controls. 

Speaking at the 10th annu- 
al Asia Society Corporate 
Conference in Manila, Hong 
Kong Trade Development 
Council Chairman Victor 
Fung told American and 
Asian businessmen to put 
the financial crisis into per- 
spective. 

“I believe the worst is 
going to be over sometime 
this year," he said, adding 
that despite the crisis Asia 
had not lost its competitive- 
ness. 

“If we look at the prosper- 
ity of the region leading up 
to 1997 when all this hap- 
pened. let there be no mis- 
take that a great part of our 
prosperity (at the time) was 
because of the move towards 
regional liberalisation,” he 
stressed. 

“So I subscribe very much 
to the idea of free trade ” he 
said, citing the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
Forum’s move to create a 


(GDP) dropped from $5.3 
billion in 1997 to $5.1 bil- 
lion in 1998. 

Bahrain may be the 
Gulf's smallest oil produc- 
er, with output of just under 

38.000 barrels per day 
{bpd) as well as 140,000 
bpd from an offshore field 
shared with Saudi Arabia, 
but oil still accounts for 
nearly a quarter of GDP. 

The government has 
pledged not to cut back on 
welfare spending but large 
infrastructure projects and 
the jobs they create are 
likely to be affected by the 
new austerity measures. 

Financing grandiose 
infrastructure schemes like 
the massive Hidd power 
station was always diffi- 
cult, but could now be eco- 
nomically impossible. 

Government revenue has 
also been slashed by the 
drop in the price of alu- 
minium. by far the region’s 
largest smelter, with annual 
production of about 

500.000 tonnes. But it 
faces growing competition 
from Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates and a rising 
number of global rivals. 
Industry makes up about 19 


free trade zone by 2020. 

However, he said the 
region has “to get back to 
fundamentals.' 1 

Although the crisis does 
not necessarily mean “that 
there is a systematic loss of 
competitiveness, we do 
recognise that in crisis situa- 
tions— we need, in some 
economies, to impose short- 
term measures in terms of 
controlling hot money." 

He said he was referring to 
Malaysia’s imposition of 
currency controls in Septem- 
ber to shield its unit, the 
ringgit, from speculative 
pressure. The controls 
included a fixed exchange 
rate and making the currency 
non-convertible overseas. 

“I think it is a time to real- 
ly think about whether our 
l Asian) economy could real- 
ly afford to actually have a 
complete free flow of capi- 
tal " Fung said. 

Former Philippine Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos, in his 
keynote address, said he 
does not see “any East Asian 
state turning its back on toe 
market despite the devasta- 
tion the financial and curren- 
cy crisis has wrought.’’ 

While no East Asian states 


per cent of GDP. 

On the banking front, 
where Bahrain has so far 
managed to hold off 
regional competition, the 
situation still appears to be 
stable, with most banks 
reporting a modest growth 
in profits and increasing 
assets in 1998. 

The service sector con- 
tributes almost 58 per cent 
to GDP. 

But this year the banks 
may face further pressure 
as oil prices bite deeper 
into the region’s largely 
oil-dependent economies 
and lucrative financing 
deals dry up. 

The most obvious reme- 
dy to the issue of job cre- 
ation would be a greater 
role for the private sector. 
Bahrain has already made a 
few steps in this direction, 
partially scrapping the 
monopolies on importing 
goods into the archipelago 
and encouraging family 
firms to float themselves 
on the increasingly sophis- 
ticated stock exhcange. 

But foreign investment in 
Bahrain, and the jobs that 
would create, might be 
hampered by the continu- 


have followed Malaysia’s 
plunge Into capital controls, 
they are being compelled to 
undertake structural reforms 
to keep markets more open 
and more transparent he 
said. 

He also defended Kuala 
Lumpur's actions, saying 
“the controls are temporary 
and will be dismantled as 
soon as the crisis eases.’’ 

He raged ail countries to 
help in mitigating the down- 
side of globalisation, saying 
“the first task must be to deal 
prudently with volatile 
short-term capital flows.” 

Governments of these 
countries should put in place 
effective safety measures, he 
said, stressing that weaker 
states such as the Philippines 
and Thailand, should give 
“the market system a looser 
rein than their stronger coun- 
terparts such as South Korea 
and Singapore.” 

Jaime Zobel de Ayala, 
president of Philippine con- 
glomerate Ayala Corp., said 
that “the bar has been raised 
for Asian enterprises” and 
warned that firms in the 
region would have to under- 
go major reforms to continue 
to attract foreign interest 


ing strains in Bahrain’s 
social fabric. The mainly 
Shiite Muslim opposition 
continues to spark often 
bloody unrest as they agi- 
tate for the restoration of 
the country’s parliament, 
dissolved in 1975. 

In truth, much of the vio- 
lence is ignited not by 
political demands but by 
economic ones. 

So in the sure knowledge 
that it can never create as 
many jobs as there are job 
seekers, the government, 
like many of its neigh- 
bours, bas resorted to tak- 
ing existing jobs from 
expatriate workers and 
handing them to their own 
citizens. 

The drive for the nation- 
alisation of jobs, or so- 
called Bahrainisation, has 
succeeded better than in 
most other Gulf states. 

Young Bahrainis can now 
be found working in super- 
markets or even behind the 
counters of fast-food out- 
lets, something their more 
pampered counterparts in 
the Arab Gulf states might 
balk aL 


But be also warned that 
“we may be approaching a 
point... when what needs 
fixing is no longer our 
(Asian) bouse but the archi- 
tecture of international 
finance itself.” 

Fung said limited govern- 
ment intervention could go 
hand in hand with trade lib- 
eralisation, citing China and 
India as examples of coun- 
tries which were moving 
“towards opening of trade 
and investment., without a 
complete freeing up of the 
currency exchange.” 

To help reignite growth, 
countries should refocus 
their vision and find their 
strengths, Fung said, citing 
Hong Kong as an example. 

Hong Kong firms would 
do well not to compete head 
on with large multinational 
companies and should rely 
on their numerous small and 
medium enterprises which 
was fee territory’s strength, 
Fung said. 

The Hong Kong official 
also discounted the possibil- 
ity of China devaluing the 
yuan, saying a devaluation 
would not necessarily make 
Chinese exports more com- 
petitive. 


EU grants 
Israel 
access to 
research 
programme 

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) 
— European Union (EU) 
foreign ministers have 
agreed to continue Israel’s 
access to the bloc's multi- 
billion dollar research bud- 
get after Britain and France 
dropped objections linked 
to the Israeli governments 
attitude to the Middle East 
peace process. 

The decision means 
Israel will be a full member 
of the ElTs fifth frame- 
work research programme. 
The programme is to run 
from 1998 to 2002 and will 
have a budget of some 15 
billion euros ($16.5 bil- 
lion). Tenders for funds 
under the new programme 
are due to begin this 
mouth. 

Israel joined the fourth 
framework programme in 
1996 when it was already 
underway. As a result of 
the late start, it received 
only 55 milli on euros in 
financing compared with 
the 100 million it paid in. 
according to Israeli offi- 
cials, who said they were 
“thrilled” with the EU deci- 
sion. 

They also underlined that 
Israel’s technological edge 
over much of Europe 
meant it was in the EU’s 
interest to have the country 
in the programme and shar- 
ing some of its know-how. 


Indian 
software 
exports 
rise 52% 

NEW DELHI CAFF) — Indi- 
an software exports in 1998 
shot up 52 per cent year-on- 
year to 95 billion rupees ($23 
Whoa), a trade body has sakL 

The National Association of 
Software and Service Compa- 
nies (Nasscom), a 520-mem- 
ber software body, said the 
‘‘unprecedented” growth took 
place even as the Indian econ- 
omy was in the grip of a slow- 
down. 

“We have not witnessed this 
sort of growth in the last seven 
years. In spite of the slowdown 
in the general exports from the 
country, software exports have 
managed to keep up their 
growth rate," said Nasscom 
chief Dewang Mehta. 


Asian business leaders affirm 
liberalisation but defend Malaysia 
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Emirates Holidays Dubai Shopping 
Festival now available in Jordan 


EMIRATES HOLIDAYS, the 
largest wholesale tour operator 
in the Gulf and Middle East 
has released attractively priced 
programmes to the Dubai 
Shopping Festival (DSF) for 
residents in Jordan. 

The key advantage of Emi- 
rates Holidays programmes is 
the guarantee of hotel accom- 
modation during a month 
when more than two million 
visitors are expected in Dubai 
and hotel rooms are hard to 
secure. 

Emirates Holidays clients are 


also entitled to use Emirates’ 
special visa entry processing 
service. The airline is autho- 
rised by the Dubai Department 
of Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion to help in the processing of 
entry visas for its passengers, 
which enables visas to be 
issued within 24 hours of 
application. 

Emirates Holidays DSF pro- 
grammes, from $524, covers 
return economy class airfare 
on Emirates between Amman 
and Dubai, three nights hotel 
accommodation with daily 


breakfasts in some of Dubai’s 
best properties (such as the A! 
Bustan Rotana, JW Marriott 
and Le Meridien Jumeira 
Beach), transfers and Dubai 
airport meet and assist ser- 
vices. 

Other value added benefits 
include extended check-out 
time in some hotels, compli- 
mentary transfers to shopping 
malls for guests residing at the 
Crown Plaza and discounts 
and food and beverage for 
those who stay at the Princeton 
and Sheraton Deira. 


THE Daily Crossword Edttsd byWayns Robert WHams 


ACROSS 
1 Blathers 
5 Break out of 
one’s «heT7' 1 
10 Ftsud 

14 Waftfld dance 

15 Ctty or the 
Missouri 

16 Surrender 

formally 

17 Culture 
medium 

IB acid 

20 Narrow part of 

a bottle 

21 Universe 
aingutottles 

23 Noah’s boat 

24 Pub offering 

25 Of love 

26 Raney fabric 
2a Hidden 

obstacle 

29 Grams of dans 

31 Writer Delghton 

32 Ski lift 

36 Misplaces 

37 __ Plaines, iL 

38 Model airplane 
wood 

39 Camp beds 

40 Stano book 

41 SSrup 

42 Basks 

43 Court action 

44 Starlet 

48 IBM units 

49 Prohibit 

52 Kind of salad 


54 Branch of the 
Amazon 

55 Top-drawer 

56 Whimpered 

57 Affirmative 
votes 

58 Took to court 

59 Point of 
contention 

60 M 

81 Rxma vortex 

62 Requires 

63 Rtfit for honor 

DOWN 

1 Lake Volta 
location 

2 Boring tool 


$0 

ii 

3” 

3" 

3“ 
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By Stanley B.WMUW1 
Northbrook. 0. 

3 Exclude 

4 English 
Channel Island 

5 Urnpa 

6 Soap plant 

7 Scarlett's place 

8 No-trump 
bridge hands 

9 Gena of 'The 
Ranch 
Connection" 

10 Hurry 

11 Dofl/s 


12 Old World 
snake 

13 Dltoderty 
22 OW crone 

24 Surefire shots 

27 Vlgodaand 
Lincoln 

28 Luges 

29 RN* rtlceness 

30 Aussie hopper 
32 New Mexico art 

colony 

33Ronatadth)t 
34 Donkey 

36 "Norma 

37 BaBerina 


B0Q EIIlHnH □00E2H 
□HQ OQ0QO □□□ED 
□naianaciBQ hqejcih 
□QHQmQQHaanaaa 
EJOQEJQ OCJ0 flSQ 
□□□D □□□□a Q id mo 
□BO □ □BE QBQ 
□tflQOClBOCJIDOCinClQB 
□□□ BOBO OBB 

snaa nnHso ooho 

□BB QBH QQBBO 

araaaaBtDDBanooa 

BtHQBB OQOBOODOO 
□□□□□ BQDEDB QOQ 
OOQOD QOBOB □□□ 




48 Put Wo proper 
pitch 

47 TNn-wteed 

48 Shane pret 

50 Mountain ridge 

51 IVvangy 

53 So what is 

new? 

54 HI stamp 


38 Lingerie buys 

40 Item akin to a 
thumbtack 

41 Gives one's 
consent 

42 NYSE 
watchdog 

44 HumHata 

45 Smoke mass 


Peanuts 


Leaping onto his 
horse, he gal loped I 
across the prairie. 



Gallop 

Gallop 

Gallop 

Gallop 


"Don't leave 
me! "she cried.) 


Gallopback 
Gal Jop back 
Gallop back 
Gallopbacki 



THATHASV YOU 
TO BE THE/ DONTuKE 
DUMBEST ^STERNS? I 
THING I'VE 
EVER READ, 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Giasbergen 



Lately I’m having trouble seeing 
myhusband’s good qualities ” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOi 
hy Henri Arnold end Ml 


c 

DITAU | 

1 


□ 


GINOR 




WHYNOA 


■ ^ 

33 

INMALY 


L ~1 


Answer hen: ^ 

XX 



Saturday's 


Jumbles: NUDGE LYRIC 
Answer What the exofle a? 
THE SAME OLD C 
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Beat 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Businessmen urge government 
to reduce bureaucracy, give incentives 

**. THE DILEMMA of the consec- 
utive governments here is that they 

rucnrt r.-. . t . . J 


resort to the same method and same 
people to find solutions for existing 
problems and, as a result, the prob- 
lems remain,” said Yousef Suradi, a 
board member of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce and of the 
Jordan Export Development and 
Commercial Centres Corporation. 
“Because we do not seriously look 
for the reasons and roots of the 
problem, other parties really suffer- 
ing from the problem requiring a 
solution should be consulted in 
order to learn about the derails and 
the remedies within a scientific and 
practical approach, he added. 

Suradi stressed that the investment 
climate in Jordan should be consoli- 
dated and that we should not keep 
talking about security, stability and 
the firm exchange rate because 
these aspects exist in many coun- 
tries ancf are not unique for Jordan. 
‘‘As such, it is imperative to 
improve the investment conditions 
through granting real incentives and 
facilities," he said stressing that 
relations with Israel should not be 

g ut at the top of our priorities 
ecause that would impede Arab 
invespnents in the Kingdom. 

Noting that we will soon be join- 
ing the World Trade Organisation 
and that such a step will be placing 
many export conditions on the 
national industry, Suradi highlight- 
ed the need for greater transparency 
to enlighten Jordanian industrialists 
and increase their awareness in 
order to upgrade production and 


boost competitivity. 

Hisham Haj Hassan, a board mem- 
ber of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce saw the short lives of 
Jordanian governments as being the 
biggest problem noting that a gov- 
ernment does not last long to be able 
to achieve the programmes it tar- 
gets. He said the government should 
meet with the private sector and get 
to know its problems and suffering 
especially from bureaucracy at offi- 
cial economic departments. 

FaJkhri Bilbeisi. a board member 
of the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association, called for a real and 
practical partnership between the 
private and public sectors so that 
committees can be formed to carry 
out a deep study and formulate ah 
economic strategy as well as the 
mechanism to implement the strate- 
gy. "The strategies should remain 
and be obliging to consecutive gov- 
ernments,” lie said noting that that 
requires qualified economic person- 
nel be present at concerned min- 
istries and departments. 

Bilbeisi stressed that a compre- 
hensive review be conducted on 
administrative bottlenecks through 
reducing bureaucracy and complet- 
ing financial and economic legisla- 
tions as well as providing enough 
incentives to encourage local and 
foreign investments. He proposed 
forming a council of economic 
advisers grouping economic experts 
who would study our economic sit- 
uation and work out emergency 
plans to face crises (A1 Dustour). 
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc . 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be careful today fol- 
lowing a hunch, especially in romance. Appearances 
and even feelings can be deceiving. If you're being 
coaxed to take action, keep your wits about you. Don’t 
"Tet another person, now matter how attractive. take con-* 
trol of your senses.' You may need them to'find yoor' 
way home! ‘ % 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) They say three's a 
crowd, but today, three could be more fun than two. 
That’s because the two of you are having a bit of a spat. 
You might need a moderator or referee, so why don’t 
you go visit one? You might settle this matter and never 
have to have this argument again. Wouldn't that be 
nice? 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Your energy level is 
high, but you may also be feeling stressed. Are you try- 
ing to get a big job finished? You can’t do it alone, but 
for you and a few buddies it’ll be fun. And that’s what 
you're doing if for. right? Well, partially, anyway. It 
could be the most important part, so don't leave it out! 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Your escapade should 
be pretty well under way by now. You might not have 
to do much of anything but enjoy the ride. Looks like a 
very attractive person wants to set your agenda. You’d 
be a fool to resist. Once you're sure you're headed in 
the right direction, full speed ahead! 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Although you might like 
to travel today, it'd be wiser to stay close to home. Have 
your friends come and visit you, instead of the other 
"way around. That shuld fit in with your family’s plans, 
but check with them first. Today especially, the folks 
you live with should come First, when you’re 
settliLove: 5 Energy: 4 Commuications: 7 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Its been said 
that Virgos like routines and today you can prove 
whether or not you fit that stereotype. Don't try any- 
thing new. Your lesson for today is to do the same rou- 
tine'over and over again until you have it down by 
heart. Once you do, you’ll never foiget it. and that’ll be 
quite handv. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An initial dis- 
agreement between you and somebody you love could 
lead to a consensus, if you keep talking long enough. Its 
an emotional issue, so one or the other of you may want 
to clam up. Not a good idea. Keep asking questions 
until you get the whole story. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re 
forceful, dynamic and good looking. Your natural 
charisma is intoxicating. Others watch to see what you 
want, so they can be the first to do your bidding. That's 
how you’d "like it to be all the time, but it doesn’t 
always happen quite that way. Today, it could. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If 
vou were aood yesterday, and finished your chores, you 
should be able to get away today. If you weren't, well, 
vou should finish whatever 's left undone. That's the 
dav’s basic theme. If you’ve already finished the work, 
then play is the next item on your agenda. If not, not 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You may 
be short of money, and you may even be having diffi- 
culties with love," but you sure have plenty of friends. 
Thev’U make up for just about anything you lack. By 
the end of the day. you should feel blessed with abun- 
dance. Its partially payback for good deeds you've done 

AQUAWTJS: t January 21 to February 19) You might 
be be able to increase your fortune today by being nice 
l0 an older person. There's no way you’ll be coerced 
into doing this good deed for the money. But you might 
do it for love, “and that's the only reason any deed is 

good, anyway. 

PISCES- (February 20 to March 20) Even if you re not 
auite sure how, it looks like things will work out well 
todav Just continue on the course you’ve already set 
Don’t *et too wild and crazy. Stick with a familiar rou- 
tine and vour success is assured. Besides, you shuld be 
getting pretty good at this game by now. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


Syria to 
establish 
$21 ,6m 
bank to 
develop 
exports - 

DAMASCUS (R) — An 
export development bank 
capitalised at one billion 
Syrian pounds ($21.6 mil- 
lion) will be approved by the 
Syrian cabinet within two 
months, a senior economy 
ministry official has said. 

"It is a very serious and 
demanding project for us 
and we expect its legal pro- 
cedures to end within two 
months.” the official told 
Reuters. 

Syria’s banking system 
was nationalised in 1963 
and now consists of a central 
bank overseeing six state 
banks, including industry 
and agriculture institutions. 
The commercial bank is 
dominant, holding 85 per 
cent of the sector balance 
sheet. 

The official said he could 
give no details of steps the 
new bank would take to 
encourage investors. 
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Japan’s top 15 banks apply 
for $60 billion in public funds 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japan's top 15 banks 
have formally asked for 
a combined 7,459 billion 
yen (,$60 billion) in life- 
line cash injections from 
the government to help 
them clear out bad 
loans, officials said. 

The money, which will 
be poured into the banks 
at the end of the month, 
is the key part of a major 
bank recapitalisation 
programme enacted last 
October. 

Japan’s Vice Finance 
Minister Koji Tanami 
said he "strongly hopes” 
the money will stabilise 
shakey " banks, by 
“strengthening operating 
bases and drastically 
restructuring their oper- 
ations.” 

In the coining days the 
Financial Reconstruction 
Commission, a new body 
charged with tackling 
Japan's banking crisis, 
will meet the heads of the 
banks and is expected to 
approve the long-awaited 
applications on March 
12, reports said. 


In exchange for receiv- 
ing the taxpayers' 
money, banks are oblig- 
ed to implement drastic 
restructuring measures. 

Much of the money 
will be in the form of 
preferential shares 
which the government 
can convert into ordi- 
nary shares, giving it 
voting rights. 

In three cases, Daiwa 
Bank Ltd.. Mitsui Trust 
and Banking Co. Ltd. 
and Chuo Trust and 
Banking Ltd., the gov- 
ernment would hold 
enough shares to control 
the banks. 

Over the next four 
years, the 15 banks aim 
to axe 19,631 employ- 
ees, some 13.S per cent 
of their total workforce, 
reports said. 

Japan's authorities 
have been pressing the 
banks to take on larger 
injections of public 
money, to help restore 
their weak capital levels. 

Under the new bank 
programme there is a 25 
trillion yen pool of 


funds available for these 
injections, part of a total 
60 trillion yen scheme. 

Analysts say the 
amount requested will 
still not be enough to 
wipe out all their bad 
loans and a second 
round of applications 
will likely follow later 
in the year. 

Fuji Bank Ltd. applied 
for the largest slice of 
funds, one trillion yen, 
some of which it will 
use to take over the trou- 
bled Yasuda Trust and 
Banking Co. Ltd. later 
this month. 

Japan’s banks close 
their annual financial 
accounts at the end of 
March, a factor which 
has finally pressed many 
into mergers and 
alliances as they strug- 
gle to cope with their 
bad loan crisis. 

Fuji Bank said it was 
now facing a 760 billion 
yen pre-tax loss for the 
year to March and a net 
loss of 480 billion yen. 


Asia-Pacific police forces pledge 
to tackle money laundering 


TOKYO (AFP) — Asia- 
Pacific police forces 
have vowed to crack 
down on global money 
laundering worth a tril- 
lion dollars a year, and 
the banking systems that 
hide them id some island 
states. 

"Because it is such a 
large problem, it is nec- 
essary to have as much 
international coopera- 
tion and regional coop- 
eration as possible," 
said Rick McDonell, 
head of the Asia Pacific 
group on money laun- 
dering’s secretriat. 

The meeting here of 90 
law enforcement and 
regulatory experts from 
across the region agreed 
to set up a working 
group to examine the 
problem of underground 
banks, the group said in 
a statement. 

It also decided to set 
up more financial intel- 
ligence units, in an 
effort to improve the 
exchange of informa- 
tion, and to step up the 
detection and prosecu- 
tion of offenders. 

The total sum of laun- 
dered proceeds from 
drug sales, robbery and 
theft was estimated to be 
more than one trillion 
dollars a year, McDonell 
told a news conference 
after the meeting. 

The law enforcers 
tackled the problem of 
small island states, 
including some in the 
Pacific and Caribbean 
acting as offshore bank- 


ing centres and in some 
cases providing a haven 
for money laundering, 
McDonell said. 

They wanted to draw 
those states into the 
worldwide anti-money 
laundering network. 

"There have been dif- 
ferences in response," 
said McDonell. "Some 
of the countries have 
agreed to put in place 
and some have in place 
the standards and the 
laws” to tackle the prob- 
lem. But “some have 
not,’’ he added. 

"The ” problem with 
states that have ncit put 
in place these ' interna- 
tional standards is that 
they will not or cannot 
provide investigators 
with information of any 
kind. And that therefore 
provides a big opportu- 
nity for organised 

criminals to effectively 
hide their profits,” 
McDonell indicated. 

Some island states and 
other offshore banking 
centres profited from the 
income of such loose 
banking systems, he 
said. They should be 
brought into line and 
"pressure from whatever 
quarter will help that.” 

One weapon in the bat- 
tle against money laun- 
dering was information 
provided by financial 
institutions reporting on 
suspicious transfers, 
although care was need- 
ed not to infringe on pri- 
vacy, he said. 

Another was electronic 


interceptions "to allow 
police in certain restrict- 
ed cases to determine 
what organised crimi- 
nals are doing.” 

"The magnitude of the 
problem is substantial. 
Transmissions of pro- 
ceeds of crime through 
underground banking 
systems are not limited 
to the Asia-Pacific 
region but are global.” 
the group said in a state- 
ment. 

Japan’s police called 
for international cooper- 
ation to tackle the prob- 
lem. ‘ 

The force said under- 
ground banks had sent 
nearly 100 billion yen 
($833 million) overseas, 
including to China. 
South Korea and 
Thailand, in 15 cases 
uncovered by police 
since 1997. 

Mcdonell said law 
enforcers at the meeting 
were encouraged by the 
cases uncovered by 
Japan, and by impending 
legislation to bolster 
defences against money 
laundering. 

But “it was clear that 
many countries already 
had standards and proce- 
dures in place which 
were in advance of 
Japan," he added. 

"It was also clear that 
representatives looked 
to Japan to improve its 
anti-money laundering 
measures,” McDonell 
concluded 
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apartments for 
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World Indonr Athletics Championships 

Greene gets revenge as 
Gebrselassie seals stunning double 


MAEBASHI (AFP) — 
American sprint king 
Maurice Greene got a 
revenge win at the World 
Indoor Athletics 

Championships here on 
Sunday as the emperor of 
distance running Haile 
Gebrselassie sealed a dou- 
ble triumph. 

But there were shock 
defeats for Olympic 100m 
women’s champion Gail 
Devers, Danish world 
indoor and outdoor 800 
metres recordholder Wilson 
Kipketer and 

Mozambiquean Maria 
Mutola. while the United 
States and Russia got world 
records in the men's and 
women’s 4x400 m relay. 

A week after losing to 
Tim Harden at the U.S. 
indoor championships. 
Greene overcame a nervous 
start to beat Harden by one 
hundredth of a second in 
the men's 60m final. 

Greene, the 100m world 
champion, clocked 6.42sec 
which was three hun- 
dredths outside his world 
record. Britain's Jason 
Gardener was third in 6.46. 

Greene, who was warned 
for a false start in the first 
round, powered ahead in 
the final but Harden was 
looming dangerously at the 
finish. 

'‘It was a tough race. I did 
not see Harden as I ran but 
I knew he would be there. 
He is a tough competitor 
and getting better and bet- 
ter.” 

In the women's 60m 
final, Devers lost to 
Ekaterini Thanou of Greece 
who had a winning time of 
6.96sec. Inger Miller of the 
United States was third. 
The American blamed her 
defeat on long-standing 
injuries. 

Gebrselassie proved his 
amazing versatility with a 
dramatic 1,500 metres vic- 
tory from Kenya's Laban 
Rotich to become the first 
man to win two titles at a 
championship. 

Gebrselassie earned 
$100,000 for winning the 
1.500m and 3,000m races. 
He was matched on the 
women's side by Gabriela 
Szabo of Romania, who 
stormed to the 3,000m title 
following her 1.500m vic- 
tory on Saturday. 

The 25-year-old 

Ethiopian, running in his 
first major 1.500m final, 
kicked after the final bend 
to overtake Rotich a few 
strides from the finish line. 

He said: “I had to wait 
until I had a chance to spurt 
and it only came in the last 
50m.” 

The Ethiopian timed 
3min 33.77sec. Rotich 
clocked 3:33.98 and 
Spain's new European 
record holder Andres Diaz 
was third. 

Kipketer, Kenyan-bom 
but a naturalised Dane, was 
beaten by John Botha, who 
got South Africa's ever 
medal at the championships 
in a time of 1:45.47. 
Germany’s Nico 

Motchebon was third. 

Kipketer, who failed to 
win a medal at last year's 
European championships 
after recovering from a: 
severe bout of malaria, still 
looked a shadow of the ath- 
lete that broke the world 
indoor record twice at the 
1997 world indoor champi- 
onships. 

Mozambique's Mutola 
saw her dreams of a fourth 
consecutive world indoor 
tide shattered when she 
was overtaken by European 
indoor champion Ludmila 
Formanova (1:56.90) of the 
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Ekaterini Thanou of Greece jubilates with her national flag after winning the gold 
medal in the women’s 60 meters final in the World Indoor Track and Field 
Championships in Maebashi, northwest of Tokyo. Thanou clocked 6.96 seconds (AP 
photo) 



Grit Breuer of Germany jubilates after winning the women's 400 meters final in the 
World Indoor Track and Field Championships in Maebashi, northwest of Tokyo. 
Breuer won the gold medal in 50.80 seconds (AP photo) 



Johan Botha of South Africa (396), right, Nico Motchebon of Germany (204) and 
Wilson Kipketer of Denmark (111) compete in the men’s 800 metres final during the 
World Indoor Track and Field Championships in Maebashi, northwest of Tokyo. 
Botha won the gold medal in 1:45.47. Kipketer was second in 1:45.49 and Motchebon 
was third in 1:45.74 (AP photo) 


Czech Republic in the final 
Stretch of the women’s 
800m final. 

Romania's Szabo claimed 
the women’s 3,000m 
indoor title for the third 
straight time with a time of 
8:36.42. 

‘The first time I was sur- 
prised because I was in my 
first year in junior competi- 
tion,'’ said Szabo. 

“The second time I was 
also surprised because I 
beat the great Sonia 
O'Sullivan. But this time I 
expected it and I think I 
will win next time as well.” 
she added. 

The Romanian surge left 
Zahra Ouaziz of Morocco 
in second (8:38.43). Regina 
Jacobs of the United States 
was third. 

The U.S. men and 
Russian women set new 
world records for the 
4x400m relay at ibe World 
Indoor Athletics 

Championships here 
Sunday. 

The American men, 
anchored by Milton 
Campbell, ended the cham- 
pionships with a new 
4x400m record of 3:02.S3, 
beating the previous mark 
of 3:03.05 set by Germany 
on March 10, 1991. 

The Russian women, 
winners of the 1997 cham- 
pionships in Paris with the 
previous world mark of 
3min 26.84 seconds, 
docked 3:24.25 earlier. 

T knew we were running 
fast, but I didn’t know it 
was that fast. The whole 
race was actually a lot easi- 
er than 1 had thought," said 
anchor Natalya Nazarova. 

Britain celebrated a gold- 
en double through Jamie 
Baulch in the men’s 4Q0ra 
with a time of 45.73sec and 
Ashia Hansen in the 
women’s triple jump with a 
best of the year distance of 
15.02m from her first 
attempt. 

Germany's Grit Breuer 
won the women’s 400 
metres, sealing her come- 
back from a three-year drug 
ban for which she still 
insists she is innocent. 

Breuer. 27, won in 
50.80sec, the best time of 
the year, ahead of Falilat 
Ogunkoya of Nigeria 
(51.25) and Jearl Miles- 
Clark of the United States. 

Breuer was suspended for 
three years with fellow East 
German star Katrin Krabbe 
and came back in 1995. She 
has since been twice 
European 400m champion. 

Cuba's Javier Sotoraayor 
won the men’s high jump 
on a countback after he and 
Vyacheslav Voronin of 
Russia both cleared 2.36m. 

Ivan Pedroso of Cuba 
won the men’s long jump 
for a record fourth time 
with a leap of 8.62m, a 
championship record. 


American sprinter Maurice Greene (467) of Los Angeles, Ca., crosses the finish line 
to win the men’s 60 meters final in the World Indoor Track and Field Championships 
in Maebashi, northwest of Tokyo. Green won the gold medal in 6.42 seconds, a cham- 
pionships record. At right is fourth finisher Matt Shirvington of Australia ( AP photo) 

Maier wins Super-G Cup 
in Austrian race sweep 


KVnTJELL, Norway (R) 
— Hermann Maier clinched 
the Super-G World Cup on 
Sunday by leading an 
Austrian sweep of the first 
three places in the disci- 
pline's penultimate race of 
the season. 

The victory pushed Maier 
into a strong position to 
retain his overall World Cup 
title. He has almost caught 
the leaders. Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt and Lasse Kjus of 
Norway, with only four 
vents to come, in Spain. 

The Austrian, who won 
two golds at the World 
Championships, once almost 
lost his balance on the steep, 
twisting Kvitfjell course but 
ended in one minute 30.70 
seconds, ahead of team mate 
Stephan Eberharter on 
1:31.17 and Andreas 
Schiffereron 1:3 1 -29. 

It was Maier’s fourth 
Super-G win of the season, 
out of five races, and took 
him to 480 points against 
310 for nearest rival 
Eberharter with one race — 
worth 100 points to the win- 
ner — left in the discipline, 
in Sierra Nevada, Spain, on 
Thursday. 


“After two bad downhill 
races here 1 had to show 
everyone I'm not bad at ski- 
ing.’’ Maier said after placing 
16th and 1 1th respectively 
on Friday and Saturday in 
downhills both won by 
Schifferer. ‘1 was really 
motivated to win. 

‘Til try to fight to the last 
event” the 26-year-old 
Maier said, changing his 
tune after saying on Saturday 
that he believed his chances 
of overall victory had evapo- 
rated. 

Aamodt now leads overall 
with 1.267 points ahead of 
Kjus on 1,259 and Maier on 
1 2142. promising up an excit- 
ing finale in Spain. Kjus 
ended Sunday’s race sixth, 
Aamodt eighth. 

Maier, a former bricklayer 
known for his aggressive 
style, said he was unsure 
whether to race the slalom, 
an event he does not nor- 
mally enter, in Sierra 
Nevada. Both Kjus and 
Aamodt are all-rounders 
strong at slalom. 

Aamodt said he would 
concentrate mainly on the 
slalom and giant slalom in 
Spain. “Now it’s so even we 


have to fight as much as we 
can.” he said. 

“Maier can win the giant 
slalom and the Super-G. If he 
has good skis be can also do 
well in the downhill,” said 
Aamodt. who won the over- 
all world cup in 1 994. 
“today’s race was as expect- 
ed for me. I've been seventh 
and eighth all season.” 

Both Maier and Kjus said 
they were finding it hard to 
work up motivation after the 
World Championships in 
Vail, where Kjus won 
medals in every event and 
Maier won two golds. 
Aamodt was less impres- 
sive, winning a gold and a 
bronze. 

“I’m not disappointed." 
said Kjus, the 1996 overall 
World Cup winner. T’m dis- 
appointed that I’ve been tak- 
ing so much time off sick.” 
Kjus is back this weekend 
after a bout of bronchitis 
forced him to miss races in 
Germany last week. 

He said he thought Maier 
was favourite to retain the 
overall crown, something no 
male skier has done since 
Pirrain Zurbriggen of 
Switzerland in 1988. 
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WBA Jr. middleweight champion Laurent Boudouani of SaJianch« 
a right to the head of 1996 Olympic gold n2 

Philadelphia, Psu, during the first round of their scheduled 12 mnnirh J?* 
Atlantic City Convention Hall Ballroom in Atl^fe (“oto“ 
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CINEMA 


TBL.-463-II44 


FHTT AEflEHjggEA '1' 


Robert De Niro., in 


v 


CINEMA 


TEL:463-4I44 


2^ 


RONIN 


Shows: 12:30, 2:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


A 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tom Hanks 
& Sally Field .. in 

FORREST 

GUMP 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30. 9:00 


A 


T 


CINEMA 


TEU5W923S 


PLAZA 


7 


Comedian 
Adel Imam.. 


ui 


AL ZA'EEM 

Shows: 12:15,3:15, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA 

CONCORDE 


TEL :5677420 CINEMA 

GALLERIA 


Adel Imam 
& Wafa ' Amer .. in 

ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA'AL WAZIR 






Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORDE 2 

FEAR 


TEU5934793 


CINEMA 


TEL-J934793 


A 


ABDOUN 

iffwiv.cns.com.jo/Calleria 
Eddie Murphy., in 


DR. DOOLITTLE 


V 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




s. 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

vriffw. cns.com.jolGalleria 
Cameron Diaz ...in 

THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Hi sham 7 anes Theatre 

TEL: 4625155 


A 


CLOSED 


< 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Mamser asks to ease Games 
financial procedures 


AMMAN — The government has called for facilitating 
financial procedures for the Aug. 15-31. 9th Pan- Arab 
Caines (A1 Hussein Tdumament) and provide sport 
federations with necessary equipment for their prepara- 
tions. Minister of Youth and Sports Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser stressed the importance of helping the federa- 
tions purchase equipment especially those with interna- 
tional specifications. In a recent meeting with Secretary 
General of the Jordan Olympic Committee Ismat 
Kurdi. and Games Deputy Director Abdul Ggani 
Tabalat. Dr. Mamser asked the Games financial manag- 
er Lo amend some articles of the financial regulations 
and remove all obstacles facing the Games. 

Orthodoxi Club to scrap 
women’s handball 

AMMAN — Women's handball activities in A1 
Orthodoxi Club are currently suspended and might be 
cancelled, according to chief of the club's Sports 
Committees Fadi Zreiqat. In a statement, Zreiqat added 
that AJ Orthodoxi, one of the country's leading sports 
clubs, has not officially been informed about players 
registration announced by the Jordan Handball 
Federation and thus the club did not register any play- 
er. The registration period ended February 28. There 
are three women's handball teams in the Kingdom; 
Kufrsoum, Hartha and AJ Orthodoxi. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Officials worried by slow pace 
of work for Pan-Arab Games 

15 countries confirm participation; more sponsorship on the way 


By Aleen Bahnayan 

AMMAN — With the 9th Pan-Arab Games 
only five months away, officials are still 
grappling with a host of administrative and 
organisational issues which seem to have 
shifted the focus from the technical aspect 
of hosting the century’s last gathering of 
Arab youth. 

Many officials had voiced that concern 
months ago. Now Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser, who took over the portfolio of 
Sports and Youth in the newly-appointed 
cabinet, has announced an emergency plan 
to activate all committees and “get the ball 
rolling.” 

“Quite simply, some committees have not 
started to do their job. They either need to 
be reactivated or annulled," Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Vice President Mouaffaq 
A1 Fawwaz told the Jordan Times Sunday. 

Fawwaz was one of the foremost officials 
to warn that the pace of work was too slow 
months ago. Now with time really catching 
up, the concentration on finding a solution 
to various problems might overshadow a 
more important issue: Will Jordan's teams 
be competitive enough as host country? 

“We have three main points to be solved 
as soon as possible. Preparing athletes, buy- 
ing necessary equipment and making finan- 
cial procedures more flexible regarding 
these two issues." Sari Haradan. chief of the 
JOC technical committee noted. 

“The three are interrelated and we must 


move fast to solve them, 1 ' said Hamdan. 
“We should also give our athletes the 
chance to be released from work to train arid 
prepare. Competition will be really tough." 

Another point complicating matters for 
officials is the fact that only 15 countries 
have confirmed participation. 

They are Tunisia, Oman, the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, 
Algeria. Libya. Syria, Yemen and Jordan. 

Iraq notified the organising committee 
that a 400-strong delegation will take pan in 
24 sports while Qatar's delegation is 205 
strong. 

Hamdan said the final word from partici- 
pating countries was expected this month, 
after an earlier Dec. 31 deadline was not 
met. 

“We have to know the nature of participa- 
tion and the final number of teams and 
events for the success of all organisational 
aspects" Haradan noted explaining that any 
event with less than five teams for men and 
four for women will be cancelled. 

Insiders said the late confirmation by 
some countries can be explained by a num- 
ber of factors. 

Athletes from North African countries 
might have reservations about taking part in 
the Games, which coincide with other inter- 
national events such as the African 
Tournament and the World Athletics 
Championships. * Officials expected the 
strain between Gulf countries and Iraq to 
also affect the Games. 


The preliminary number of 26 events is 
expected to be trimmed. The 8th Pan Arab 
Games in Beirut had 19 countries taking 
part in 20 sports events. 

Twenty-five sport facilities, including 
three sports cities will host the events. 

Fawwaz said the construction of a JIM 
million multi-purpose indoor stadium with a 
7,000-seat capacity; an Olympic -size swim- 
ming pool were on track. However, the 
track and field stadium, in addition to 
installing and upgrading facilities with elec- 
tronic timing machines and other require- 
ments were moving at a slower pace. 

As for the technical aspect of preparing 
Jordan's te ams Fawwaz noted that only a 
few federations were adopting a carefully 
planned strategy and were preparing their 
teams in a serious manner. 

Fawwaz said most federations had not 
shown a serious attitude in dealing with the 
challenge and that the situation needed an 
urgent remedy. 

The last regional event Jordan took part in 
was the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok in 
December, where Jordan only managed five 
medals, four by the taekwondo team. The 
rest of the athletes failed to even match their 
own national records. 

After a recent visit to Amman, the Arab 
Ministerial Committee examining Jordan's 
preparations for the Games underlined their 
support for the Amman Games, saying that 
they would recommend to the Arab League 
that Jordan receive additional funding and 


assistance. 

Since the Arab Sports Federation (ASF) 
advanced the date of the upcoming Games 
to 1999 instead of 2001. the Council of Arab 
Sports Ministers increased aid to the 
Kingdom to enable it to prepare infrastruc- 
ture and update sports facilities. 

Aid received so far includes S2Q0.000 
from the Council of Arab Ministers who 
have promised another $300,000. 

The council will also try to gamer more 
support from the Gulf Cooperation Council 
and other states able to sponsor the mega- 
event. 

Additional sponsorship for Jordan's bid 
will be amassed through lowering the 50 per 
cent ASF margin of profit on promotion and 
television coverage. 

The Jordanian government had initially 
earmarked JD18 million for the event. 

Lebanon; which hosted the 8th Pan-Arab 
Games in 1997, received $28 million from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to help in con- 
struction of sports facilities destroyed dur- 
ing the civil war. 

The Amman Games will be followed by 
the first Arab Paralympics. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only been held 
eight times: Alexandria in 1953, Beirut 
1957. Casablanca 1961. Cairo 1965, 
Damascus 1 976. Morocco 1 985, Damascus 
1992 and Beirut 1997. 
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Fast Eddie enjoys a win at last at Australian Grand Prix 
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MELBOURNE <R) — Eddie 
Irvine knows a lot about hav- 
ing fun. On Sunday he 
learned whai it was like to be 
a Formula One winner. 

On a day when McLaren 
drivers Mika Hakkinen and 
David Coulthard and Irvine’s 
team mate .. Michael 
Schumacher were expected to ■ 
hog the spotlight, it was the 
Northern Ireland driver who 


ended up celebrating at a 
drama-filled Australian Grand 
Prix. 

“It’s fantastic, amazing." 
said the 33-year-old Irvine 
after breaking through for his 
maiden FI triumph in his 
82dd stare. 

Irvine's, victory was the 
120th for Ferrari but their first 
on Australian soil since 1987 
when Austrian Gerhard 



Invitation For Bids 

Sector Educational Project - Phase (II) 
Loan No. (JO-PI O) - OECF 
MODERNISATION OF W/SHS OF 
14 SCHOOLS SUB-PROJECT 
iDtemaflan al Com petitive Bidding (ICB) 
Ministry of Education invites interested Bidders to 
participate in tenders listed below which are financed 
through the loan mentioned above. Eligible bidders may 
obtain tender documents at Furniture & Equipment 
Tenders Division/Ministry of Education against the 
payment of the non-refundable fees and presenting a 
valid professional licence, starting from Saturday March 6, 
1999 till dosing date May 5, 1999, 11:00 a.m. (local time). 
Bids shall be deposited in the bid box at the Furniture & 
Equipment Tenders Division / M.O.E/ or by mail, not later 
than dosing time. 


Tender No. 


1/99 


2/99 


3/99 


Subject 


Electric utilisation workshops 


Wood workshops 


Automechanics workshops 


Fees (JD) 


100 


150 


200 


Chairman of Special 
Tenders' Committee 


Berger won in Adelaide. 

But more importantly, it 
brought to an end debate over 
whether Irvine had the quali- 
ties needed to win. 

The No. 2 in the Ferrari 
camp behind Schumacher, 
Irvine has. a reputation as a 
playboy who loves a good 
time as much as he likes rac- 
ing and he has attracted criti- 
cism as a result. 

It meant little that Irvine 
inherited the lead after the 
McLarens of world champion 
Mika Hakkinen and David 
Coulthard retired with 
mechanical problems after 
opening up a commanding 
lead early in the first race of 
the season. 

As sections of the 11 8.000- 
strong crowd at the Albert 
Park circuit chanted his 
name, Irvine obliged by 
spraying champagne in all 
directions in the pit-lane. He 
emerged sodden but grinning 
widely and embracing anyone 
within reach. 

“It’s great; everyone slags 
me off because i go out and 
have firn and stuff like that." 
he said. 

“So the young drivers com- 
ing up at least know you can 
win in Formula One and still 
have a good time.” Ironically, 
the champagne Irvine and 
Ferrari used to toast their sur- 
prise victory' was given to 



NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

P.O BOX 154 - KHALDA 
AMMAN 

TEL: 5517111-6- FAX: 5516100 


ft- 


The New English School is a private, bilingual educational establishment, which 
offers a broad cultural and nigh academic standard of education. Pupils are 
prepared for entrance to Universities throughout Jordan, the Arab World, the 
uJutbe USA and Canada. 

Applications are invit ed for the following posts:- 

W JiTfBTM 

L Chemistry to IGCSE and A Level 

2. Physics to IGCSE and A Level 

3. Economics toIGCSE and A Level 

4. English Literature to IGCSE and A Level and English 
First & Second language to IGCSE Level 

5. Theatre Studies & Drama to IGCSE and A Level 

6 . French to IGCSE and A Level 

7. Computing & Information Technology to IGCSE and A Level 

8. Mathematics to IGCSE and A Level 

9. Biology to IGCSE and A Level 

1 o. History to IGCSE and A Level 

11. Government & Politics to IGCSE and A Level 

12. Christian Religion to IGCSE/ O Level 

13 . Accounts & Business Studies to IGCSE 
u Art & Music to IGCSE and A Level 

4li aoDlicants should be fluent English speakers, preferably familiar with 
IGCSE and A Level examination syllabus. 

Gl-5 class teachers - G4-5 Music teacher 
All applicants should be fluent speakers of English. 


Annlieation with full CV and telephone numbers of two references 
should be submitted to the Director by 17th March 1999. Application 
forms are available from reception at the school. 


them in a friendly gesture by 
arch-rivals McLaren, who had 
no use for their stock after a 
dismal stan to the year. 

The triumph brought to a 
close an amazing weekend for 
the Ferrari team, who are 
chasing their first drivers’ 
championship in 20 years. 

After Friday’s practice ses- 
sions and Saturday's qualify- 
ing, the famous red cars were 
struggling in the wake of the 
front-running McLaren mp4- 
14 raceis. 

German Schumacher, as 
dour as Irvine is ebullient, 
went into Sunday's race hop- 
ing for divine intervention. 
Instead it was his team mate 
who was the recipient of 
Mclaren’s ill-fortune. 

“1 was a bit lucky today." 
Irvine admitted. “The 
McLarens had problems; 
they’re not always going to 
have a problem. At least 
when they did i was there.” 
Irvine said that after trou- 
bles with the set-up of his new 


f399 racer in the lead-up to 
Sunday's race, he and his 
mechanic “did our own thing 
(with the car)’’. 

“We were convinced the 
way we wanted the car, what 
tyres we wanted to ran,"’ said 
Irvine, who used a soft-com- 
pound variety. 

Tm glad I stuck to my 
guns...the only mistake all 
weekend was that my quali- 
fying lap was crap.” Irvine 
qualified sixth fastest 1.8 
seconds behind pole winner 
Hakkinen. 

* S I came here with very little 
testing in the f399 and it is 
good Michael did so much 
testing and made die car reli- 
able for me." he grinned. “He 


sweats and I get the glory, 
thanks Michael.” He added: 
“It’s fantastic to do it after 
such a long time. 

Tb all the people who 
helped me...a big thank you. 
There are so many I’d be here 
for hours. I really needed a lot 
of help to get here, believe 
me.” Asked how it felt to be 
leading the world champi- 
onship. Irvine, who is con- 
tracted to be the supporting 
man to Schumacher's bid for 
Ferrari ’s first drivers' champi- 
onship since 1979, said: ‘it 
feels good — I think I’ll go 
and see Jean Todt t the team's 
sporting director) and see 
where we so from here." 


Nice Independent Apartment For Rent 


Large First Floor Of Only Two-floor Building. Newly 
Furnished Fully Equipped. Including Satellite. Loca- 
tion In The Best Residential And Most Secured area . 
If interested please call : 5933509 


L##king 

For A British Degree 




THE NORTHERN CONSORTIUM 


• ■IDl VIIIOPOI 

Liverpool 
•- ./John Moores 
•*\ University 
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THE UNIVERSITY 
OF KUOraZRSFIELB 


INVERSE 

-SALFORD 


OUST 
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Ike I. Birrs; sf SSriWJ 




UNIVF.RMTYOF 

BRAPr-OPP 


Visit Our Exhibition At B.A.IWI.S 


v Tuesday S’ Wednesday 9/3 - 10/3/1999 (4 p.m. - 8 pm) 

*\ Thursday 11/3/1999 Scmrur at The British Council At i.10 AM) 

Rawdat al Ma’aref School & College 

Td. : 5528599 /60CJ/60J/602/603 - Fa* 5528604 
P.O.Box 676 KhaJda 1 1821 Jordan, E-Mails raTis@gQ.com.jo 





Ferrari’s Eddie Irvine of Britain, right, streaks across 
the finish line to take the checkered flag during the 
Australian Formula One Grand Prix on Sunday (AJP 
photo) 


CAR FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 
VOLVO 460 GLE Model 1993 
In excellent condition 
Tel.: 5923360/Embassy of Chile 
Home: 5813190 
Mobile: 079/573952 
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SOCIETY FOR CARE OF 
NEUROLOGICAL PATIENTS 

and The Amman Road Runners 

present: 

The 7th Amman-Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathon (50km) 

Friday 9th of April, 1999 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 


Amman Road Runners 
Telefax (962-6) 5930435 between 9am & 6pm 
P.O.Box 926674 Amman 1 1 1 10 JORDAN 
www.deadseamarathon.coin 










12 News 

Iran says oil market open to 
U.S., calls for end to embargo 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
stepped up the pressure to end 
die U.S. embargo with (he sur- 
prise announcement Sunday 
that U.S. oil companies face 
“no obstacle" to doing business 
in the Iranian oil industry. 

‘There is no obstacle to U.S. 
oil companies participating in 
oil development projects in 
Iran,” Foreign Minister Kamal 

Kharazi said, clearly referring 
to Washington's unilateral 
trade embargo which prohibits 
U.S. companies from doing 
business here. 

He underscored the point by 
stressing that die embargo 
served only to hamper US. 
business interests. 

“The Americans must come 
to terms with reality and see 
that there is no solution other 
than changing their sanctions 
policy" Kharcm said at a press 
conference. 

“This policy senes only to 
hurt American companies." 

Kharazi ’s surprise announce- 
ment comes just days after a 
top U.S. oQ executive told the 
US. Congress that the embar- 
go meant US. firms could not 
compete on equal terms with 
companies from Europe and 
elsewhere. 


‘The Iran-Libya Sanctions 
Act pLSA] is proving to be a 
counterproductive foreign poli- 
cy tool for defending American 
interests in the region,” 
Michael Stinson, senior vice 
president of oil giant Conoco, 
told the Senate International 
Relations Committee. 

“I believe the Congress 
should recognise that ELS A has 
created more problems than it 
solved and repeal the sanctions 
on Iran." he said 
‘I find it almost tragic that 
the French are building rela- 
tions in Iran in ways we can- 
not." be said 

French oil firm Elf Aquitaine 
and Italy's ENI signed a $540 
rafilion deal earlier this month 
to develop Iran's Doroud oil 
field in a direct challenge to the 
USA, known as the D' Amato 
law after its chief congression- 
al sponsor, then-Senator 
Alfbnse D' Amato. 

Kharazi said those firms — 
along with France's Total, 
which signed a $2 billion deal 
with Iran in 1997 — “have 
played a key role in breaking 
the D' Amato law.” 

Washington passed the law 
in 1996, cine year after impos- 
ing a unilateral economic 


embargo against Tehran. 

The bill rails for harsh sanc- 
tions against any foreign firm 
investing more than $20 mil- 
lion in the oil sectors of Iran or 
Libya, states Washington 

accuses of supporting interna- 
tional terrorism. 

The US. State Department 
said last week it was looking at 
slapping sanctions on Elf and 
ENI over the most recent deal. 

“We will assess the implica- 
tions," said State Department 
spokesman James Foley. 
“We’D take appropriate 

action." 

‘The U.S. remains strongly 
opposed to investment in Iran's 
petroleum sector,” he said “We 
have repeatedly urged the gov- 
ernments of France and Italy at 
the most senior levels to dis- 
courage this investment." 

French eneigy group Total, 
in partnership with Russia's 
Gazprom and Petronas of 
Malaysia, was the first to flout 
the law- with its 1997 agree- 
ment to develop Iran’s giant 
South Pars field in the Persian 
Gulf. 

In the face of intense interna- 
tional pressure, Washington 
finally granted the Total project 
an exemption because it con- 


cluded that the sanctions would 
not prevent the project from 
going forward 

In exchange. Washington 
won pledges from European 
governments that they would 
step up efforts to prevent Iran 
from acquiring weapons of 
mass destruction, according to 
US. officials. 

But some European officials 
have interpreted that move as a 
de facto scaling back of die 
D' Amato law and concluded 
that Washington lacked the will 
or the means to enforce iL 

The second largest oil pro- 
ducer in OPEC behind Saudi 
Arabia, Iran depends on oil for 
more than SO per cent of its 
hard currency revenues and has 
been hard hit by the worldwide 
slump in crude prices. 

Last month, it announced 
that a deal worth $200 million 
had been agreed in principle 
with the Canadian firm Bow 
Valley and Britain's Premier 
Oil to develop the offshore 
Balal site. 

The State Department said it 
had not received official word 
the deal had been agreed but 
vowed to review the matter 
thoroughly. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Three arrested in Israel protest 

TEL AVIV i.AFIP) — I sraeli police arrested three persons during a 
rowdy protest demonstration outside die Defence Ministry to 
demand that Israel withdraw its troops from south Lebanon. About 
55 members of a new group called ‘The Red Line" tried to block 
traffic outside the Defence Ministry and some members tried to 
force their way into the compound, witnesses said. Police hauled 
away two men and a woman for blocking the street, they said. 
Organisers described the Red Line as an angrier version of the 
Four Mothers movement which has been peacefully demonstrat- 
ing for months for a pullout of Israeli troops from Lebanon. 

‘Lebanon warned over another Amoun’ 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Israel warned Lebaiwn, via the United States, 
against any new effort by pro tester s to free villages in the Iaaeli- 
compied zcw m scuffi Lebarion, the Arabic newspaper A1 Hayat 
reported Sunday. US. Charge d' Affaires David Hill ‘ “informed 
several parties that the Isadis could not stand back and do nothing 
if they are faced with another Amoun,” a village “liberated” from 
Israeli occupation last month, fife paper said Hill fold Lebanese 
Prime Miniker Salim Hoss Sanaday that “Israel looks unfavor- 
ably upon the demonstrations that occurred at Amoun and the 
return of the village to Lebanese sovereignty,” A1 Hayat quoted 
officials as saying. 

Eeevit tours Turkey’s southeast 

DIYARBAKIR (AF) — As Unkey's prime minister toured foe 
southeast, boasting foe upper haul in the war with Kurdish guer- 
rillas, rebels darned Sunday that they shot down an army heli- 
copter, lolling 20 soldiers. The Germany-based Kurdish news 
agency DEM reported that aD perished aboard foe US.-made 
Sikorsky helicopter in foe southeastern proviree of Hakkari, foe 
latest strike in the war for autonomy that the rebels recently vowed 
would escalate in defiance of the recent capture of their leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. Prime Minister Bulent Eeevit and eight mnris- 
tens spent the day in the region’s capital, Diyarbakir. Sunday, mak- 
ing the first high-profile visit to tbe southeast since the capture last 
month in Kenya of Qralan. Some 3,000 police and soldiers were 
reported deployed in foe city following threats by Ocalan’s 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) to punish anyone who met with 
Eeevit. 

Iranian students protest deric’s arrest 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Several hundred Iranian students demon- 
strated at Tehran University Sunday over the arrest of leading lib- 
eral deric Mohsen Kadivar, defying calls to postpone ttK rally over 
fears of violence. Riot police stationed around the campus put a 
quick end to a shoving match * at erupted between protesters and 
Islamist hardliners but otherwise there was no violence. The stu- 
dents chanted “Kadivar must be released" and " “Death to the 
monopoly," a reference to hardliners in the Islamic regime such as 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi. who heads Iran's powerful judicia- 
ry. The Kadhar case has galvanised public attention here and some 
200 journalists signed a petition saying his arrest was unconstitu- 
tional and an “offense" to Iran's writers and intellectuals, the radi- 
cal newspaper Salam reported Sunday. 

Turkey detains 330 over protests 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police detained some 330 people on 
Sunday in connection with protests on tbe eve of the United 
Nations International Women's Day. Anato lia news agency said. 
In foe western chy-of Izmir, police took into custody 241 people, 
mostly women, who were preparing for a demonstration on 
Monday organised by Turkey’s main legal Kurdish party, the 
People's Democracy Party (Hadep). Provincial Hadep leaders 
were among those detained ahead of an unauthorised protest 
which around 2,000 people were expected to attend in an historic 
district of the city. 

Camel kills Saudi child 

RIYADH (AFP) — A camel killed his master's five-year-old son 
in anger at being tied down alone- during the mating season, a 
Saudi newspaper reported on Sunday. The camel bit the child by 
the waist and shook him violently to death. The father could ooly 
look on in shock before shooting the animal dead, the daily Okaz 
said. It said camel owners in the Dibaa area of northern Saudi 
Arabia had been warned txx to lie down their animals during the 
breeding season. 

‘Cohen behind death of Bahraini emir 1 

BAGHDAD ( AP) — The official newspaper ofLraq's ruling Baath 
party on Sunday blamed US. Defence Secretary William Cohen 
for the heart attack that killed the ruler of Bahrain. ‘The cause of 
death of Bahrain’s emir was foe harsh wads that he heard from the 
US, defence secretary. William Cohen," the A1 Thawia newspaper 
quoted anonymous senates in Nicosia, Cyprus as scoring. ‘The 
emir was very affected,” the front-page story added 


U.S. to sell air-to-air 
missiles to Saudis 


RIYADH (R) — US. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen told 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday that 
Washington would sell the 
kingdom advanced 

“AMRAAM" air-to-air mis- 
siles id improve Saudi security 
in (he Gulf. 

Cohen agreed at a meeting 
with Saudi Defence Minister 
Ranee Sultan to increase joint 
army training exercises in the 
kingdom and to jointly study 
foe threat from some chemical 
and biological weapons, a 
senior US. official told 
reporters. 

“We told the Saudis we will 
sell them AMRAAM,” sad the 
official who asked not to be 
identified 

Cohen, on the second leg of a 
nine-nation visit to the Gulf and 
the Middle East to solidify sup- 
port for miiitaiy containment of 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, announced on 
Saturday foot the United States 
would also sell such missiles to 
Bahrain. 

The US. defence official told 
reporters Cohen had “a very 
productive meeting" with 
Prince Sultan and that the two 
also discussed tbe security 
threat from Iran and Iraq in the 
region. 

Saudi Arabia, a key Middle 
East ally for Washington, will 
become the fourth nation to 
acquire the advanced medium- 
range air-to-air missiles 
(AMRAAM). 


At a cost of more than 
$380,000 each, they are 
extremely sophisticated and 
could be used by Saudi fighter 
jets to shoot down enemy air- 
craft at ranges of more than 80 
km. 

The promised AMRAAMs 
are pan of a thrust by 
Washington to improve tbe 
defences of moderate Gulf 
states. Israel already has such 
missiles and Washington has 
approved their sale to foe 
United Arab Emirates. 

US. officials said Bahrain 
planned to buy 27 of foe mis- 
siles, which are made by 
Raytheon Co. 

The official said no details 
had been worked out yet on 
how many missiles would be 
sold to Saudi Arabia or when 
they would be delivered 

They also agreed to form a 
joint UJS.-Saudi committee to 
study the chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons threat and respons- 
es to foe threat,” the official told 
reporters travelling with Cohen. 

Tbe US. army conducts 
year-round exercises with 
Kuwaiti forces in Kuwait, but 
keeps a very low-key army 
presence in Saudi Arabia. The 
official gave no details on the 
planned increase in training 
exercises in Saudi Arabia 

Cohen also met Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah on Sunday 
before flying to Oman, where 
he was due to meet Sultan 
Qaboos. 
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MILLENNIUM PREPARATIONS (N INDIA: A giant half-moon, half-sun puppet part of 
India’s Millennium celebrations, is reflected Sunday in a lake near the Kh^juraho temples 
complex. The temples, famous for their erotic sculptures, were built in the 10th century under 
the Cbandda Dynasty and are the focal point of India's Millennium celebrations (AFP photo) 


Israeli cabinet approves 
creation of security council 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli cabinet 
unanimously approved on 
Sunday Prime Minister 
Beoyamrn Netanyahu's propos- 
al to create a National Security 
Council to coordinate foe 
nation’s strategic planning 
David Ivry. a former air force 
commander and defence estab- 
lishment veteran, was appoint- 
ed to head the new council 
which will report directly to the 
prime ntirtistet 
According to a government 
statement the council win be an- 
interdisciplinary body charged 
with coordinating strategic 
planning activities of Israel's 
various defence and security 
establishments. 

Israeli politicians have been 
calling for the creation of a 
National Security Council since 
the country was caught by sur- 


prise by Arab armies in the 
October 1973 war. 

Netanyahu announced plans 
to create the body as soon as he 
came to office in June 1996. 

But foe project was blocked 
by then-Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, who 
reportedly felt it would erode 
his control over defence mat- 
ters. 

Netanyahu revived the plan in 
December after he fired 
Mordechai for flirting with 
opposition groups ahead of 
May general elections. 

Motdechai then took over the 
leadership of a new centrist 
party and is challenging 
Netanyahu for the premiership 
in May. 

Mordechai’s successor as 
defence minister; Moshe Arens, 
and Foriegn Minister Ariel 
Sharon — both security hawks 


— backed the creation of the 
security council ensuring 
Sunday's cabinet approval. 

It was not immediately clear 
if Ivry would be able to recruit 
the necessary staff and get the 
new council down to work prior 
to the May elections and the 
formation of a new government 
in June. 

A major general in the army 
reserves who currently serves 
as a senior defence minister 
advisor, Ivry is considered one 
of the most powerful behind- 
the-scenes players in (be Israeli 
security estk*IishmeriL 

When Netanyahu announced 
his decision to create the coun- 
cil in January, he said its task 
would be to “examine geopolit- 
ical economic, technological 
and communications interests, 
all of which are directly related 
to the security of the state.” 


Qadhafi, Mubarak hold more talks on Lockerbie case 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak held 
a third round of talks with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi here Sunday in abid to 
secure an agreement on a han- 
dover by Tripoli of two sus- 
pects in the Lockerbie bomb- 
ing. 

Egyptian Information 
Minister Safwat Sherif told 
reporters here that there would 
be further meetings which he 
said “constitute a step along foe 


road to a settlement” of the long 
Western standoff with Libya. 

“Contacts are taking place 
with the UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan and other 
concerned parties on the guar- 
antees Libya needs before 
handing over its two nationals 
suspected of involvement in the 
Lockerbie attack.” he added 

Arab diplomats said the two 
leaders have been discussing an 
Arab proposal that would 
amount to seeking a three- 


month extension of a one- 
month U.S. and British ultima- 
tum for Libya to surrender the 
suspects. 

The extra time might be 
needed to secure guarantees for 
their trial at The Hague such as 
ensuring that no other Libyans 
will face prosecution in the 
future, the diplomats added 

The United States and Britain 
on Feb. 28 set a one-month 
deadline for Libya to surrender 
the suspects wanted for foe 


December 1988 bombing of 
the Pan Am airliner which 
killed 270 people over 
Lockerbie, Scotland 
Colonel Qadhafi. who rejects 
the U.S. and British ultimatum, 
claims Washington and 
London have backed down 
from the deadline and has said 
a deal was near. 

Mubarak and Qadhafi met 
twice here Saturday to discuss 
how to finalise a deal. 

Under Arab proposals floated 


at the talks here, three Arab for- 
eign ministers would travel to 
London. Washington and The 
Hague to discuss Libya’s con- 
ditions for handing over the 
suspects, Arab diplomats said. 

“The Arab ministers would 
negotiate with an open mind 
(the conditions] which are the 
last obstacle to finalising an 
agreement" for handing the two 
oyer for trial said an Arab 
diplomat who asked not to be 
named 


Final fade for legendary filmmaker Stanley Kubrick 


LONDON (AFP) — Stanley Kubrick’s 
love affair with movies began on his thir- 
teenth birthday and he pursued it obses- 
sively throughout his life, producing a 
string of near-masterpieces on themes 
that expressed foe feats and phobias of the 
times. 

With Kubrick's death Sunday at the age 
of 70. cinema loses its greatest perfec- 
tionist acontrol freak who demanded the 
last wrad on every stage in the process 
from screenplay, via music, lighting and 
editing, to the final touches of post-pro- 
duction. 

Along foe way he drove innumerable 
collaborator to distraction. The distin- 
guished French filmmaker Bertrand 
Tavernier resigned as publicist for “A 
Gockworic Orange" with a cable sent to 
Kubrick care of Warner Brothers in 
Hollywood, reading: ‘T resign, stop. As a 
filmmaker you are a genius, but as an 
employer you are an imbecile.” 

He also became a recluse, retiring to a 
manor in foe English countryside and 


retreating behind thick clouds of rumour 
and myth. 

From “Paths of Glory" (1958) — a 
pacifist tract banned for many years in 
France — onwards, every Kubrick film 
has been an event: In 1960 Kirk Douglas, 
having rowed with director Anthony 
Mann, called in Kubrick to rescue tbe 
multi-million dollar epic “Sportacus” 
under the impression that the tyro would 
be his contented servant. Kubrick instead 
flexed his muscles, hiring and firing 
actors as he saw fit 

With ‘Lolita” (1962) Kubrick took on 
Nabokov's sulphurous now! on under- 
age sex, and in 1961 called on Peter 
Sellers again for the brilliant “Dr. 
Strangdove," a comedy about nuclear 
annihilation. 

With “2001: A Space Odyssey” (1968) 
Kubrick produced cinema’s hymn to the 
space age. but in 1971 came bade to earth 
with “A Clockwork Orange,” a screen 
adaptation of Anthony Burgess' dystopi- 
an novel which incurred the wrath of 


Britain's self-appointed moral watchdogs 
and which Kubrick then withdrew from 
circulation. 

By now seclusion was setting in seri- 
ously, and Kubrick made only four films 
in the next 27 years, starting with the 
under-rated “Barry Lyndon” ( 1 975). 

He also made “Tbe Shining” (1978) 
and “Full Metal Jacket” ( 1987). 

He announced in 1974 that he was set- 
tling permanently in England, though it 
was rumoured he was continuing to keep 
American time — sleeping during the 
day and working at night He refused to 
give interviews, and his isolation was so 
complete that in 1996 an English fraud- 
ster successfully impersonated him for 
several months before being found out 

In 1996, he embarked on the romantic 
comedy “Eyes Wide Shut” with Tom 
Cruise and Nicole Kidman, devoting 
more than a year to filming after replacing 
a leading actor in a change that required 
several million dollars' worth of reshoot- 
ing. 


Bom in New York in 1928, the son of 
successful doctor, Kubrick was never 
short of money. When his father gave him 
a Graflex camera as a birthday present he 
took to eavesdropping on New York life 

wifo the camera concealed in a paper bag. 

Though he made a start working with 
RKO, his early documentaries and foe 
two low-budget features on which he 
learnt his craft were largely financed bv 
hjs own savings and weD-todo relatives 
He belonged to the last wave of filmnvik- 
eis to achieve prominence before film 
school became, foe principal means of 
entering the industry. 

Kubrick’s films were almost invariably 
adapted from novels, though he displaved 
a particular interest in themes relatino to 
human fallibility and foe impossibility nf 
mpcOTgranonal systems on an irrational 
universe. One of his trademark creations 

Ha! which. 

in *2001. A Space Odyssey,” rums 
jgiinst its masters and proceeds to WU 
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Unpleasant 

pheasant shoos 

off postman 

LONDON (R> — A postman 
is refusing to deliver mail to a 
Welsh village after being ter- 
rorised by a pheasant. The bird, 
nicknamed George by locals, 
set up home on foe village 
3^1 in Wiseman's Bridge 
after escaping from a local 
shoot. George flapped his 
wings and chased the postman 
on his rounds. So the villagers 
now have to collect their mail 
from a nearby post office. “W r e 
stop deliveries if there is a dan- 
gerous dog and its the suite 
with this" pheasant." said a 
Royal Mail spoke*, man. 

Man sentenced for 
smelly shoe theft 


SINGAPORE (R> — A man 
who stole smelly shoes because 
he was addicted to foeir odor 
was sentenced to 25 weeks in 
jail by a Singapore court, the 
Straits Times newspaper 
reported Friday. Truck driver 
ZainaJ Mohamed Esa. 43. did 
not steal foe shoes to sell, bur 
out of a ' “burning desire, akin to 
that of a drug addict, to stiff ^ 
used pairs of shoes.” his lawyer* 
Rai Rarnn Kumar was queted 
as saying. Zainal. whose obses- 
sion was a psychological need 
said his lawyer, kept” foe shoes 
until the smell waned and then 
gave them to the Salvation 
Army or tried to return them to 
their owners. Police got on the 
scent of foe shoe thief after a 
tip-off from a resident living 
near the site of the thefts. 

Man held for 
stealing remains 

SEOUL tAP) — Police arrest- 
ed a man Sunday for allegedly 
stealing the skeletal remains of 
a South Korean tycoon's father 4 
and holding them for ransom. 
The remains w ere also found 
Lim Jong-soon. 34. a coffee 
shop owner, allegedly dug up 
the tomb of Shin Jin-soo. stole 
foe remains and demanded 
5666.000 for foe return of the 
remains last week. Shin, who 
died in 1973, is foe father of 
Shin Kyuk-ho. chairman of foe 
Lotte Group. South Korea's 
11 ch largest conglomerate. 
Police said Lim admitted to 
having stolen the remains, 
which were found on foe 
rooftop of his coffee shop. 

Mexicans thrilled 
at home-grown 
sex scandal 0 

MEXICO CITY (R) — A sex 
scandal erupted in Mexico last 
week when a male high court 
judge and a female public secu- 
rity official were allegedly 
caught having sex in a parked 
car. The case captivated the 
Mexican media because of its 
resemblance to the Monica 
Lewinsky sex scandal which 
led to President Clinton's 
impeachment. Two police offi- 
cers allegedly caught Judge 
Enrique Sanchez Sandoval of 
foe Superior Tribunal of Justice 
red-handed at dawn 
Wednesday in foe city ceninak 
with Public Ministry agen? 
Dora Patricia Fragaso Solis. 
The couple, who had been 
working during foe night were 
just yards away from one of foe 
$10 a night motels used by 
amorous Mexican couples for 
secret rendezvous. “We must 
point out that the farts do not 
directly imply a crime was 
committed." the capital’s 
^Attorney General's Office said 
fo a statement 

Red faces over 

palace gaffe 

HANOI (R) — Red feces, 
abounded at the BritiM 
embassy in Hanoi Friday after 
frtoce Andrew, the Duke of 
York, launched foe mission’s 
official Website only to notice 
friai his mother’s address was 


The Duke wz 
new- site and ii 


foat the embe 
Queen Elizabe 
idence of Buc 


foe source ad 
Owning Stn 
residence of 
minister. The 
corrected, sau 




